Google 



This is a digital copy of a book that was preserved for generations on library shelves before it was carefully scanned by Google as part of a project 

to make the world's books discoverable online. 

It has survived long enough for the copyright to expire and the book to enter the public domain. A public domain book is one that was never subject 

to copyright or whose legal copyright term has expired. Whether a book is in the public domain may vary country to country. Public domain books 

are our gateways to the past, representing a wealth of history, culture and knowledge that's often difficult to discover. 

Marks, notations and other maiginalia present in the original volume will appear in this file - a reminder of this book's long journey from the 

publisher to a library and finally to you. 

Usage guidelines 

Google is proud to partner with libraries to digitize public domain materials and make them widely accessible. Public domain books belong to the 
public and we are merely their custodians. Nevertheless, this work is expensive, so in order to keep providing tliis resource, we liave taken steps to 
prevent abuse by commercial parties, including placing technical restrictions on automated querying. 
We also ask that you: 

+ Make non-commercial use of the files We designed Google Book Search for use by individuals, and we request that you use these files for 
personal, non-commercial purposes. 

+ Refrain fivm automated querying Do not send automated queries of any sort to Google's system: If you are conducting research on machine 
translation, optical character recognition or other areas where access to a large amount of text is helpful, please contact us. We encourage the 
use of public domain materials for these purposes and may be able to help. 

+ Maintain attributionTht GoogXt "watermark" you see on each file is essential for in forming people about this project and helping them find 
additional materials through Google Book Search. Please do not remove it. 

+ Keep it legal Whatever your use, remember that you are responsible for ensuring that what you are doing is legal. Do not assume that just 
because we believe a book is in the public domain for users in the United States, that the work is also in the public domain for users in other 
countries. Whether a book is still in copyright varies from country to country, and we can't offer guidance on whether any specific use of 
any specific book is allowed. Please do not assume that a book's appearance in Google Book Search means it can be used in any manner 
anywhere in the world. Copyright infringement liabili^ can be quite severe. 

About Google Book Search 

Google's mission is to organize the world's information and to make it universally accessible and useful. Google Book Search helps readers 
discover the world's books while helping authors and publishers reach new audiences. You can search through the full text of this book on the web 

at |http: //books .google .com/I 






»^'-dP^ 



\ 



\ 



\ - 



I 




csijaiaie of the details of the proceedings in non-accepti 
This win approximate to the truth and furnish the best 
can he given, from the materials in this office, of the pi 
the schools in the accepting districts during the past yea 
ing upon this principle, which it is presumed is suffici 
for pnctieai purposes, the following results appear: 

SCHOOLS. 

The number of schools in the eight hundred and forty 

cepting districts during the year, was 
And the average number of months taught in these scho 

during the year, was 
Tlie number of schools yet required in the same distric 

TEACHERS. 

The number of male teachers employed during the yea 
The number of female teachers employed during the yea 

The number of teachers exceeds the number of sch 
the reports contain the whole number employed, and 
stances different teachers were employed at different f 
perintend the same school during its session. 

Average salaries of the male teachers per month. 
Average salaries of the female teachers per month, 

SCHOLARS. 

The whole number of male scholars in the schools dur: 

the year, 
The whole number of female do do 

Whole number of scholars, 

The whole number of German scholars in the six hun^ 
and twenty-eight districts which reported, is estimate^ 

In some instances the reports state that German 
scholars were taught in the same schools, without de 
number taught in each language ; hence the number of ( 
lars is not exactly ascertained. 

"^n the districts which have reported, there were colou 
BchohrBf 
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Average. 

The average number of scholars in each school,. 
The average cost of each scholar per quarter, 

FUNDS. 

The amount of State appropriation for 1839, is 
Of which there was paid to th^ city and coui 
Philadelphia, 

Leaving for ten hundred and thirty-three districts 
Amount due for 1839, to one hundred and ninety 
non-accepting districts. 

Appropriation for 1839, to eight hundred and foi 

cepting districts. 
The tax assessed for school purposes in the eigh 

dred and forty accepting districts for 1839, is 
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Thus the aggregate of State appropriation and 
in the accepting districts, is six hundred thousar 
thirty-two dollars, in addition to which consideral 
ceived in the districts from balances of former ap] 
iources. It is impracticable, from the limited nuo 
ed, to exhibit the several amounts which have be 
year to the payment of instruction, fuel, coni 
lots, and building, renting and repairing school 1 

III the districts which reported, the sum of i 
plied to the building of school houses, $10,988 
lots, and $18,379 40 to renting and repairing & 
these reports, it appears plain that the receipt 
well as the expenditures, are in many instances 
the last, and that no general average of the ex 
ject can be exhibited. This detail of expendi 
because the objects accomplished by the joint i 
the districts are fully presented in the number < 
been ' reported and the number of scholars 
itnicted. 

The number of school \\o\)Lae« ii<o^ \vi\3A^ V 
ifl estimated to be &ve thovv^audi oTie\v\xw\t« 
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fiumbet yiBt required^ one thousand one hundred. In 

houses Ave thousand two hundred and sixty-nine schoc 

taught during the past year, for an average period of five 

three quarters, imparting instruction generally in read 

arithmetic, English grammar and geography, to two .' 

thirty-three thousand seven hundred and nineteen child 

facts prove that the system of common school instructic 

mend^ and prosecuted, is adequate to the purposes of 

. As it has already accomplished so much and promises, 

tails shall be perfected and when the whole people shall 

lying out its provisions, to be the means of dispensing 

of a common school education to all the children of t 

wealth, it may not be improper here briefly to detail its < 

As already stated, every township, borough and ward 
monwealth, excluding the city and county of Philadelpl 
separate law is in force, is erected into a school district, 
ber of these districts is at present one thousand and 
They slowly increase annually, by the erection of new to 
boroughs. 

The greftt effective principle in our laws on this 
annual State appropriation equal to one dollar to each ta: 
tant of the State, to be paid to accepting districts upon t 
that they levy a tax equal to about sixty* five cents upon 
inhabitant in their respective districts, which tax they ai 
to increase to treble this amount if required to defVay the 
education. 

The main distinctive feature of the common school ] 
commits to the people of the accepting districts the wl 
tration of the affairs of the system — they elect the d 
whose hands are committed all the powers required tc 
complete effect. Six directors in each district constit 
two of whom are annually elected lo serve for three yv 
board receives the State appropriation, levies the tax r^J 
the citizens of the district, provides school houses and ^ 
treasurer, the teachers and the other expenses of the syster) 

This local government, by means of directors, is reguL 
tuted by the people themselves for the purpose of providi 
superintending the education of all the children in the res] 
Iricts^^the beauty and 8\mp\\c\ly o^ lYiva ^xt^xi^m^XL^ v 
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Those who pay the local tax and who are so deepl 
its proper application, have the direct control and sup 
agents employed to perform their will. 

The law also provides that in each primary district, 
the inhabitants who seq^ their children to the same 
mittee may be elected to consist of three of the neigh 
in the school, who are authorized to appoint the teac 
the instructions of the directors to visit the schools, p 
attend to all the local concerns of the primary district. 

But before this domestic government can be erecte 
and superintendence of education can be committed tc 
the question upon accepting the system is distinctly p 
people at a public election, and the adoption or n 
system is submitted to their choice. Further, if the 
district establish th^s local government for the purpos< 
and afterwards become dissatisfied with its operatioi 
vides for a triennial public election, when the questic 
system shall be continued, is decided by a majority o 

Thus a majority of the voters in each district, in the 
termine the question whether their interests will be pi 
education of their children advanced, by receiving an 
State Treasury a sum equal to one dollar for each tai 
and providing in addition for levying a tax upon thei 
an amount as may be required to keep up the Comn 
whether it is better to leave public education to be pi 
dividual exertion without resorting to united effort. A 
determined to accept the system, they may at the enc 
discontinue its provisions, if required by the public g 

This system was introduced by the act of June, 
prior laws for the advancement of Common Schoo 
sum of seventy-five thousand dollars was distribute 
counties in 1835, and the same sum in 1836. For 
the sum of $200,000 was appropriated. For the yea 
of $500,000 was added, principally for the purpose 
election of school houses, making the State approf 
year $700,000; and for the year 1839, the sum o 
appropriated, being equal to one doHL'dx ^ot ^^Oe^Na 

Tlua sum la now tiie peTmaxki^wXi ^w^\\\a^ ^^^^it^; 
creased aa the taxable mYiaV\VaLti\;& Vacxe^s^* 




I 



7- 


100 


do 




100 


do 


» 


100 


do 




100 


do 


f 


' 100 


do 


i 
* 


TTh 


eSc: 



8 

The receipts in accepting districts, out of these &] 
may be distinctly shown, by taking a district supposed ^ 
hundred taxable inhabitants, thus : 

100 taxable?, in 1835, received about, 
in 1836, received about, 
in 1837, received about, t 
in 1838, received about, 
in 1839, received about, 
in 1840, to be received, 

QThe School year commences on the first Monday 

The same pumn received by accepting districts in the 
in reserve for non-accepting districts, payable as soon ; 
the system, with a few exceptions as regards the apj 
1835. 

The sums thus held in reserve for the non-accepting < 
been called ** undrawn balances *' in the treasury^ B3 
of the General Assembly, dated the 14th day of April 
balances are to remain in the treasury and accumulate I 
the districts entitled to the same for any time not exceec 
from the first day of November, 1838; and all such undn 
remaining in the treasury on the first day of Novembei 
be repaid into the school fund, and in like manner the um 
ces of subsequent appropriations shall be repaid into t 
annually thereafter. 

Our system of Common School instruction has, smce 
tion, been gradually gaining favor with the people. 

In 1837, there were 987 districts, accepting 603; non-a( 
In 1838, do 1001 do 765 

In 1839, do 1033 do 840 

In the following statement the counties are classified, 
number in which all the districts have accepted, and th 
of accepting and non-accepting districts in the otl^^ 
There are 

15 counties, including 271 districts which have all accepted 
21 do 403 do in which there are 34 non- 

11 do 212 do do 70 

5 do 147 do do 89 

52 1033 193 
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This is a strong expression of public opinion, and i 
because in Pennsylvania, until within a few years, the 
youth was not regarded as a subject of public concern 
ral opmion then was, that it belonged exclusively to the 
devolving upon parents and guardians. The policy 
founder of the State gave tone to this opinion. The c< 
mind of William Penn formed his government and ada 
to the promotion of the welfare and prosperity of the ' 
and he is justly ranked among the great benefactors of 
upon the subject of education his views were limited, i 
because the religious community of which he was a 
adopted plans of their own for the education of their 

Whatever may have been the cause, the fact is certain 
educa'tion was not until lately regarded as an object of 
tion, and when it was first attempted to make it in pa 
stead of an exclusively private duty, the change of c 
met and resisted by the modes of thinking which were 
the general custom of the country. It is quite natural 
reflection and examination should be required to efil 
change of public opinion, in a people who are not hi 
every wind of doctrine, but who are, on the contrary, 
for their stability and firmness of character. Hence 
education by common schools was but partially adoptei 
first proposed. It may not be an easy task to convim 
has educated his own children in the way his father ec 
or who has abundant means to educate them, or who h 
to educate, that in opposition to the custom of the co 
fixed opinions founded on that custom, he has a deep an 
cem in the education of all the children around hii 
cheerfully submit to taxation for tlie purpose of accoi 
great object — that it is his duty in this way to promote 
all, and that his own interests and the interests of I 
under his particular care are best promoted by the el 
moral and intellectual standard of the community in v 
Yet many good ci^zens must be thua convinced before 
like ours, where public opinion has its just influence, 
the system of education by common schools can be full 

In tliis view of the subjecl^ ^ va^^^t^^v^ ^^nrv^'t 
that a revolution o£ buc\x m94gDi\xidL<& ^w^ ^tN«dX ^^^ 
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public opinion in ffo short a period ; but to one ae 
history, it is more a matter of pride and gratulation 
it is consistent with the uniform character of a p4 
much distinguished tor their deliberation and wisdoi 
mighty efforts for improving their condition am 
character, as they are for the rigorous and rapid < 
purposes. 

FEMALE SEMINARIES. 

By the act of the 12th Apnl, 1838, female semin 
according to the provisions of the act, in which fifte 
stantly taught, by one or more teachers, in either or 
ing branches, to wit : Greek and Roman classics, 
English* or Englbh and German literature, are entitl 
the State three hundred dollars annually. If Iwen 
taught as aforesaid, four hundred dollars ; and if 
taught as aforesaid, by at least two teachers, five ha 

Under this act the following female seminaries 
and have been paid by the State Treasurer quarterly 

Countiei4 Names, Qi 

Adams^ Gettysburg^ 

Armstrongf Doansville, 

BerkSf Reading, 

Bucks, Ingham, 

Butler, Butler, 

Crawford, Meadville^ 

Cumbeiland, Carlisle^ 

Eriey Erie, 

Indiaiiay Indiana^ 

Lebanon, Lebanon, 

Schuylkill, Orwigsborg, 

Union, New Berlin ^ 

Washington, Washington, 

Wayne, HonesdalCi « 

Westmoreland, Greensburg, 

Reports have been received from only ten of tli 
the average number of pupils in each of which is tliii 
medium price of tuition for one year Is $15 66, a 
aiOQunt^ pf }hc^ w}iole expense cA ql^w^W^Iox one ^««t^ 
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ing, &c, is till 83. These seminaries appear t 
ous condition. 

ACADEMIES, 

The same appropriations which are made to fem 
the act of the 12th April, 1838, are made to acade 

Those in which fifteen pupils are constantly tau^ 
teachers in either or all of the following branche 
«nd Roman classics, mathematics, and English, 
German literature, are entitled to three hundred d 
five pupils are taoght as aforesaid, to four hundi 
forty pupils are taught as aforesaid, by at least t^ 
hundred doi'lars annually. 

Under the provisions of this act, payments ha^ 
the State Treasurer to academies as follows :: 



Qt/an 



Ckmntiea, 


Names, 


Armstrong, 


Xittanning, 


Beaver, 


Beaver, 


Berks, 


Franklin, 


Do. 


Union, 


Bradford) 


Athens, 


Do. 


Towanda, 


Bucks, 


AttleboroBgfa, 


Butler, 


Butler, 


Centre^ 


Bellefonte, 


Chestet) 


Unionville, 


Do. 


West Chester, 


Dauphin, 


Harrisburg, 


Delaware, 


Haverford, 


Erie, 


Erie, 


Do. 


Waterford, 


Greene, 


Greene, 


Huntingdon, 


Huntingdon, 


Indiana, 


Indiana, 


Lancaster, 


Lancaster, 


Do. 


Litiz, 


Lehigh, 


Allentown, 


Luzerne, 


W^oxavw^, 


Lycoming 


"WVliXVaixia^oiVt 
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CotmiitK 


JVutnei^ 


M'Kean, 


Smethport, 


Mereer, 


Meroer, 


Mifflin, 


LewistowD, 


Sfonroey 


Stroudsbnrgp 


Moatgomery^t 


Norristowur 


Do. 


Pottstown, 


I^orthnmbeilaiid; 


Sanbury, 


Perry, 


Bloomfield, 


Philftdelphis^ 


GermantowBy 


Pike, 


MiHbr^ 


SchaynuH>, 


Pottsvilfev 


Susquehanna, 


Franklin, 


Po. 


Susquehanna^ 


Tiogar 


Wellsboro', 


Venangoy 


Venango, 


Warren, 


Warren, 


Wayne, 


Beech Woods, 


Do. 


Honesdale, 


Westmoreland^ 


Greensfourg, 


York, 


York, 



Qumfterh 



In addition to the above, reports have been rec^vi 
lowing academies, viz : Mifflinburg, in Union cou 
Bucks county I Lebanon, in Lebanon county; and 1 
the Protestant Episcopal Church, in Philadelphia. F 
which received the State appropiiation have not repo! 
reports received, it appears that the average number c 
academy is fifty-eight ; that the medium price of tu 
is il7 67; and that the medium amount of the whc 
pupil for one year, including boarding, &c., is $144 l 
number of scholars preparing to teach common s< 
seven. 

These institutions generally appear to be in a pr 
tion; the course of instruction comprehends the 
taught, in academies* 
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COLLEGES. 

By the act of 12th ApriU 1838, there is an annaal &] 
•91,000 made to each university and college incorp 
Legislature, and maintaining four professors and instpu 
iy at least one hundred students. 

Under this law the State Treasurer has paid quarte 



Counties. 

Adams, 
GrawfcHrdy 
Oumberland, 
Payette, 
Franklin* 
Northampton, 
Philadelphia, 
Washington, 
Do. 



Names. Jlmount ; 

Penn'a. at Gettysburg, t 
Allegkeny, 
Dickinson, 
Madison, 
Marshall, 
La Fayette, 
University of Penn'a., 
Jefierson, 
Washington, 



These institutions have all made reports, which a 
in the tables hereto annexed. It appears there were 
year, one thousand five hundred and nine students ii 
and colleges and in the preparatory schools ; that tliii 
are preparing themselves lohecome teachers in coi 
that the medium price of tuition for one year, inclujdii 
fingenoies is, $39 22; and that the medium amount oi 
of a student for one year, including hoarding, is 91 IS 

In the abstracts from the reports of colleges and . 
lished in the annual report of the superintendent ma 
1838, the >course of study, government, property, < 
stitutions are fully stated; and as there is no essential 
reports <^ this year, a repetition now appeaars not to 

From a review of our system of education, so far i 
eare or receives the direct patronage of the State, it j 
ing the past year there were in the university of Pt 

8 Colleges, - - - 1^ 

In 43 Academies, - • « £, 
In 15 Female Seminaries, 

la 6,488 Common Schools, - - "^l^" 
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Thifl leview presents the partial developement of 
straction which contains within itself a capacity of I 
and of effecting all the purposes for whieh it was ei 
loondations are deeply laid. Its energies are dei 
sovereign will of the people, and its objects are the pre 
welfare, the improvement of the p(;blic mind, and tli 
perpetaation.of our free institutions. Those who do 
affect not U> believe in the capacity of the pec^le tc 
selves, sustain their opinions by reference to failures 
ment to be found in the history of republics. But ou 
to be the first experiment which has been made upoi 
ciples, because here the induction that man is capi 
vemment, is inferred from the deveiopement of the 
mind. The general education of the people has ah 
and is producing an elevated standard of morals and 
which no parallel can be fomid in the history of rep«1 
lately, in the history of the world; and he who detern 
this republic by the history of others, without refen 
ganic difference in constitution, is as defective in his 
19 unsound in his conclusions. 

It is now an admitted principle, that general educati 
vemment mutually sustain each other — that the latti 
permanently without the former, and that the* former 
latter. Every developement of mental power reflec 
man, and the rights of man can be only understood 2 
where mental power is cultivated. In South Americ 
that element of modem society — common education, 
with just alarm for the permanency of free govemm< 
Prassra, the general education of the people has chs 
monarchy in theory Into a mild patriarchal goveram 
Thus moral and intellectual culture, m addition to the 
general happiness it diffuses, is with us identified wit 
the permanency of our free politieal institutions. 

Respectfolly submitted,. 

FR. H 
Superintendent ofComn 

Sl£CRETART*S OfFICE, 

March 25, 1899. 
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of books and the nuniber of districts {of thosi 
in which each kind was used in 18dS 



Spelling Books. 



dobb^s, 

Websler'8, 

United States, 

£fner8on*8« 

Eclectic, 

Byeriey'fiy 

Comly'a, 

Bamham'sy 

CardeU'fl, 

fiazon's, 

TownX 



Beading Books, 



Engliffa Reader, 
Introduction ta do.« 
Old and New Testaments, 
Cobb*8 Series, 
Cobb's Readers, 
Juvenile Reader, 
Cobb's Sequel, 
National Reader, 
Introduction to do«, 
Moral Instructor, 
Jack Halyard, 
Parley's Series, 
Cokimbian Orator, 
Webster's Series, 
Angell's Series, 
Psalms of David, 
Common School Book, 
Murray's Sequel, « 

Readers' Guide, 
Popular Lessons, 
Political Instructor, 
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Book of Commercey 

Psalter, - • • 

Porunr's Rhetorical Reader, 

Analytical Reader, 

United States Reader, 

Emerson's Class Reader, 

Eclectic Series, 

Say's Political Economy, - 

Dick's Christian Philosopher, 

American Selection, 

Pollock's Course of Time* 

Porter's Analysis, 

Parker's Exeicises, 

Pleasing companions, 

Angell's Reader, 

Scholar's Companion, 

Emerson's Series, 

Mental Museum, 

Young Reader, 

Village School, 

Blake's High School Reader, 

Cobb*s North American Reader, 

American Preceptor, 

Martyrology, 

Blair's Rhetoric, 

Lacey's Elocution, 

Newman's Rhetoric, 

Hiatories^ 

Grimshaw's United States, 
Hale's History, 
History of United States, 
Russell's United States, 
Lardiner's Union, 
Frost's United States, - 
Goodrich's History, • 

Grimshaw's History, 
Life of Jackson, 
Life of Wasnmgton, 



1 
1 
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Stnmifs United States, 

* Inring*8 Colambus, 

Goldsmith's England, 
Davenport's United States, 
24 Rossel's England, 

10 Do. ScoUand, 

Do. France, 
Do. Ireland, 

f Hale's United SUtes, 

History of England, 
History of America, 
Botta's History, 

^ Pitler's History, - 

Olney's Urated States, - 
Grimshaw's United States, 
Grimshaw's England, 

^ Grimshaw's Rome, 

Cobb's History, 
Paiiey's ^istory, 

f History of both Religions, 

Marshall's Washington, 
Goodrich's United States, 



Cr€0graphiU9. 



Olney's, 
Woodbridge's, 
Cumming's, 
Smiley's, 
19 Smith's, 

13 If site Bmn's, 

17 : ^ Huntingdon's, 

^ ^ Adams', 

1 Parley's, 

5 Bauer's, 

"^ Gnmere's, 



WiUett^s, 
Goodrich's, 



1 y Biinsmade's, 
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Grawnari. 



Kirkham'if 

Smith's, 

Murray's, 

Comly's, 

GreenleaTs, 

Brown's, 

Ingersoll's, 



Dictionaries, 



Walker's, - 

Webster's, 

New York Expositor, 

Cobb's,. do. - 

Jaudon's, do* 



Jlriihmetics. 



Western Calculator, 

Emerson's Arithmetic, 

Jess's, 

Cobb's, 

Smith's, 

Pike's, 

Smiley's, 

DaboU's, 

Davies', 

Adams', 

Bennett's, 

Lewis' 

Mahan's, 

Torbett's, 

Keith's, 

Colbum's, - 

Ametican Tutor's, 

Green's, 

Crookshank's, 

Cumming's, 

Randolph's, 



19 



WiUiams' - 
Common School Assifltant, 
^'^^ I Federal Calculator, 



39 
25 






Bennett's Bookkeeping, 
Manh*8, do. 



24 

Preston's, do. 

^ ' Keith's, do. 



1 

2 '. Mathematics^ 



Gamere's Surveying, 
Bonnycaede's Mensuration, 



^^ i' BonnycasUe's Algebra, 

^ r. Button's Geometry, 

^ i Hawney's Mensuration, 

^ : Colbom'a Algebra, 

^ ' r ' Day's Algebra, 

r. Flint's Surveying, 

1^ PUylair^ EncUd, 

8^ fy . Davies' Legenare, 

17 g Lewis' Algebra, 

12 



•t BonnycastLe's Geometry, 



25 ^ Hymn's lfenauration» 

36 • 

120 ". Natural PhUoiophy, 

24 *^ Comstoek's, 

101 I . Jones' 

4 Y Blake's, 

5 I Mr8.B^s., 

20 y. Ouy's Astronomy, 

4 I" Keith on the Globes, 
3 I Blake's Astronomy, 

5 L Mrs. Lincoln's Botany, 

3 
6 
1 
1 
1 
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To WiLUAK Hopkins, Esq* 

Speaker of the House of Hepresentati^^f. 

Sib :— Id his last annual report to the legislature, as superintefi- 
dentof common schools, the undersigned took the liberty of propo- 
sing to prepare and submit at the present session, the draft of a revised 
comnK>D school law, containing all the provisions of the existing 
acts of Assembly, deserving re-enactment, with such alterations, 
~i amendments and additions, as his experience should dictate. Tbs 

members of that session having seemed to favor this offer by refrain- 
ing from a general revision of the law, and only making the fern 
amendments then proposed by the superintendent, he has bince felt 
encouraged, and in a manner authorized to fulfil the intention. He 
now presents, in the shape then proposed, the work of most of hii 
leisure moments during :he last two months, and the ofispring of all 
^ his experience and warmest wishes for the good of the system. 

Attached to the bill will be found explanatory remarks on it, 6ec« 
tion by section, designating the parallel parts of the existing laws, 
and giving the reasons for such changes or additions as are introduced* 
. The bill contains about double the number of sections to be found 
in all the existing school laws. This, on reflection, will not probaUy 
be thought objectionable. It will bo recollected that when directors 
and other school officers meet in performance of their duties, they are 
not generally in possession of the pamphlet laws nor of a Digest. It is 
therefore desirable so to frame the school law, as to embrace with- 
in itself clear and precise directions for carrying all its own details 
into effect. This, of course, has added many provisions, and conse- 
quently sections that were omitted from former acts. 

The arrangement of the law is also entirely changed. It is sepa- 
rated into general divisions, each embracing, under a comprehepsive 
and expressive head, all the law on one particular branch of the sub- 
ject. This will obviate the necessity of marginal notes, and will 
render a reference to any particular part a matter of great facility.— • 
But-ta thus changing the arrangement, the old phraseology has not 
been unnecessarily departed from. In fact, the admirable Oc^sn^ HRtsCt 
preasbted by the act of 18^^^ W\\\ \jtt VawjA ^\^ n^k^-^ \^^ « 
^pj^iaOftio be conlaiued \a vW «na ^vn \.t«a«oX^^ ^s^vs^ >wt^ 
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not possibly be prepared before the middle of Pebrti 
reports, embraciojg as they do the operations of tk 
first inst.,»re now only coming into the office* am 
ceived betore the first of next month, after, whicl 
quire some time to complete the tabular statements, 
therefore, be prepared by the successor o( the undc 

Without intending to lorestal any of its statemei 
permtendent may be permitted to say that, at th< 
of the tea hundred and twenty*seven districts ii 
hundred and seventy-five have accepted the syste 
are at least five thousand schools, and two h 
thousand scholars, and that the cost ofinstructio 
commenced is decreased to nearly enc half whal 
common school system began to diffuse its blessing 

To have aided m producing these results is moe 
the legislature the greater portion of the pleasure b 
lien has been made for the improvement of the 
vain. And >^hile the present superintendent lives, 
with gratitude and pride, the generous and unwi 
forded to his feeble attempts to perform his duty i 
tem, under all circumstances, and in generous dis 
matters or conflicting feelings. 

In retiring from his present position, he woi 
draft on the confidence of the legislature. It is, t 
in the accompanying communication, entitled *'Ai 
the establishment of institutions for the preparatior 
teachers,*' ,may be passed at the present session. 

If this be granted, and the subject of the bill be 
fore the people and their representatives, at the n< 
no fears for the result. Institutions for the prepare 
.then be established. The system will thus be i 
means of almost indefinite improvement. It will 
itselfthe principle of its own safety— of its own in 
manent existence, and cannot retrograde. Give it t 
U ^ood, moral, permanent teachers,, and the sysl 
This 18 the settled conviction— it is the final advice 

Very respectfully. 

Your obedient servant, 

THO. H. 1 

Svperintendent of C 
.Sbcrbtaky's Office, i 

JSarri^burg, Jan. 16, 1830. ) 
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Aan, w6uM have been expended for Common School fntpose^ 
idtbin its proper bounds if no separation had taken places which . 
balance shalf be ascertained and distributed by the township or bo- 
rough auditors, /or the current year, of the old district or di8fricts» 
at a meeting to 'be held at such place and time as shall be appointed 
by the diriectors of the old district, of which each of said auditors 
shall receive two weeks' written notice, and for which he shall be 
paid by his proper township in the same manner as for auditing the 
township accounts, and the said auditors, in settling said school ac- 
counts for the purpose of ascertaining and distributing said balances 
shall possess and exercise all the powers, and be subject to all the 
provisions pertaining by law to township or borough auditors, in the 
auditing of township or borough accounts. 

II. Acceptance and Rejection- 
Sect. 4 In every district which shall not have accepted the^ 
Common School system, or which shall have regularly rejected it 
afler acceptance, the citizens thereof, when assembled to choose 
directors, shall, annually during such reiection, vote on the ques- 
tion of accepting or continuing to reject the same, and those in 
favor of accepting shall vote a ticket on the outside of which shall 
be written or printed, the words "Education," and on the inside 
the words, ^^ Common SchoolSf^^ and those opposed to acceptance^ 
a ticket with the word "Education," on the outside, and the words 
*^No Common Schools,'*^ on the inside; and when all the votes 
polled shall have been counted, the judges of the election shaU 
make out, sign and seal throe returns thereof, which shall be by the 
constable or other ofRccr holding said election, delivered, one to 
the directors of the proper district, one to the county commission- 
ers, and one to the court of quarter sessions of the proper county, 
within ten days afler said election, which election shall, in all other 
respects, be held and conducted in the same manner and by the satne 
persons as that of directors ; nnd if the legality of said election be 
contested by any ten qualified voters of the di&trict in writing, the 
eaid court of quarter sessions shall, at the next' term after such elec- 
tion, examine into the same and either confirm or set it aside as may 
«eem just and proper; and if set aside, said court shall order a new 
election on not less than two weeks' public notice in the usual man- 
ner by the proper officer, ^ 

Sect. 5. If a majority of tickets polled as aforesaid, contain the 
words, "no schools,*' then the Common School system shall not go 
in operation into the district during the year ensuing such election ; 
and the commissioners shall continue to provide for the education of 
the poor children thereof, under the act of Assembly passed the fourth 
day of April, 1809, entitled, "An act to provide for the edu.cA.tki.'Q^ ^^ 
Jlifl'. poor gratis," and the su^^leitvexiX^ vVv^t^V;^* . 

Sect. 6. But U a maionly ot vVie^ \:viV€c^ w\\^\^ ^^ ^""^^^1^^ 
8€kooh,'' then iVieaysX^m uV^taW V^e %oc»^\ft^^^^^^^^^^'*^^ 
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Sect* 9. When the system shall have been discontinued by any 
district under the pi^vistons of the seventh seecion hereof, all 
school houses, lots and other property belonging to the directors, 
thereof, for the use of the district, shall vest in and remain the pro- 
perty of said directors and their successors annually for that pur* 
po^e elected, and shnlt be by them so applied and made such use 
of as .will best promote the progress of learning in their district, 
until the system ^hall be again accepted and put into operation 
therein, when they shall be applied by said directors for the use 
of the common school system, in the same manner as before the^ 
rejection thereof, subject always and without detriment to the rights 
of primary and secoudary districts, and of third persons. 

III. ELECTiorv, Appointment and Expulsion of Directoes. 

Sect. 10« Two Common School directors shall be elected at]- 
naually in each district of the State, whether it shall have accepted 
or rejected the system, who shall be qualified citizens of the dis- 
trict for which they are chosen, and whose term of office shall be 
three years. 

Sect. 11. In districts composed of townships alone, the direc- 
tors shall be chosen at the time and place of, electing supervisors 
and constable ; in districts composed of boroughs or wards alone, 
they shall be chosen at the usual place of electing the borough offi- 
cers, and at the time of electing supervisors and constable in the 
townships of the State, if there be any election held in such 
borough or wards on that day, but if not, then on the day of elect- 
ing borough or ward officers; and m districts composed of town- 
ships or boroughs together, they shall be chosen at the time and 
place of electing supervisors and constable for the townships con- 
nected with such boroughs, at which lime and place the citizens of 
the boroughs shall vote with those of the townships; and sard elections 
shallall bo held in the same manner and by the same persons as 
elections for^stipervisors and constables, or borough or ward offi« 
ccra as the case may be. 

Sect. 12. In districts in which directors shall not before have 
been elected, six qualified citizens shall be elected directors at tho 
irst election, of whom the two highest in vote shall continue in 
office three years, the two next highest two years, and the two 
lowest one year. But if more than two shall have the same num- 
)>er of votes, the class to which they are to belong shall be deter- 
mined by lot, and be entered on the minutes of the proper board* 

Sect. 13. Whenever a new district is formed, the directors of 
the old district out of which it was taken, shall hold their offices 
and continue to act as directors of the district in which they reside, 
after the separation, during the term for which tliey were sever- 
ally elected. If three or more than three reside in one of the 
distncts afiected by the separation, they shall fill their board ^- 
appointment to the number of sii» till the next electioDt and 
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liM IImb fliiet letide in ehher district, t 
of tiiat fkd to the oonsiable or proper < 
tkaM eall a meeting of the citizens in th( 
Md on such a day at they may design 
Bonober of directors shall be elected to 
lespectively hold their offic-es during the 
whose steads they shall be elected would 
shall be classed in the mode described ic 

Sect* 14. Duplicate returns of all c 
be made out, signed and sealed by the jui 
constable or proper officer thereof, one to 
tors, and the other to the court of quai 
within ten days' thereaOer, and each pen 
be notified thereof in writing within five 
by the constable or other officer who he 
legality of any election for directors bo c 
less than ten qualified citizens of the distr 
by authorized and required fortwiih to 
and to confirm or set it aside as shall se 
set aside, to order a new election at t 
usual manner, on not less than two w< 
proper officer. 

Sect. 15. Each board of directors sh 
Tacaocies that may occur therein, by d 
from the district or otherwise, by appoin 
next succeeding annual election and no 1 
vacancies shall be filled by election; b 
tors be at any time reduced to less than 
shall be filled in the mode prescribed in 
tcenth section hereof. 

Sect. 16. If any person or persons 
directors shall neglect or refuse to attcn* 
proper board after having received one 
the Secretary to appear and perform the 
fice, or shall appear but refuse to be qui 
persons, having taken on him or them 
office, shall subsequently neglect or refuse 
meetings of the board in succession, or to 
capacity when in attendance, the direcl 
shall have power to delare the seat of s 
cant, and, if three directors are present ar 
to serve in hik or their stead, till the m 
less than three are present or concur, th 
vacancies to be filled in the mode presc: 
on hereof. 

Sect. 17. Whenever all the members 
of an accepting district, shall refuse o' 
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,^4ttfiif»:|iM -^ PHtor. kepp the syatem in operatic 
IIM^iis of the .district will adroit, the court of qu 
tb^ proper count v^shall, upon cotxiplaint in writio 
ij^y any ten taxable citizens oi the district, and on ( 
decUre the seats of such recusant or negligent 
.apd to.appoint others in their stead till the next ac 
4iurectors* 

iV,. Oiu>ANUAXiOK} Officers^ Msbtinos and m 

BOARD. 

SacT* 18t Annually, and within twenty days' 
01 directors, each board ?hall be organized by the ( 
But before the election of officers each new meml 
shall be sworn or affirmed by one of the old mem be 
tiee of the peace or alJerman, to perform the dutie 
eommon* school director, during the term for whi 
been elected, according to law and with fidelity, tott 
and- ability ; which oath or affirmation shall be 
minutes of the board, and be subscribed bv the i 
or affirming and attested by the member, justice 
alderman* who administered it* 

Sect. 19. The officers of each board shall be 
leeretary, who shall also be members of the .b( 
continue in office till the first regular meeting of 
the next succeeding annual election of dii^ectors, oi 
oeasors are duty chosen, and a treasurer who sha 
her of the boacd, and whose term of office shall 
that of tho president and secretary. 

6bot« 20. Each board of directors shall hold at 

jneetings in each year, which shall be on the I 

March, June, September and December, or on sue 

tb4) board may determine, at the place of electing 

■district, and such other meetings as the circumste 

trict niay require, which other meetings shall be 

and places to which the board may adjourn; and t 

secretary may call additional meetings, by at least on 

notice to each member, at such time and place as 

^specify. < But if less than four members attend £ 

MsiDess shall be transacted thereat, except that of 

iMDe time and place to be agreed on by the members 

iSXpulsioh and appointment, or of notice to constal 

: tioo, under the thirteenth and sixteenth sections of t1 

I Ssor. 21. Regular minutes of all the acts and 

mA board shall be kept by the secretary thereof 

vU^ fiir that purpose, and shall be read aloud to tl 

saemlairy at the end of each meetin^^ «i^d vVeok > 

tftfUtipt'aiid secMtatv; ^^^md. mVferaitA;! ^^ « 

liirt l>A>bMwrt . uaiiit \\if^ YkVQ&i wA im&» ^ 
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be afinrpyad by tbe bo«rd« for the faithful performanoe of his duty ; 
reoeiyttun state appropriatioos, district tax, aod other funds of the di»> 
trict; pay thereout all orders of the board signed by the president aod 
attested by the secretary ; settle his accounts annually before the 
township or borough auditors, in default of which he shall not be re- 
appointed ; pay over the balance to his successor in office without de- 
lay ; and generally do and perform all acts and duties lawfully per* 
taining to his office as district treasurer, for which he shall be entitled 
to retain such percentage on all the moneys aciuaily in his keeping 
during the year, as may have been agreed on by the directors and 
specified in his bond. 

Sect* 27. If a treasurer, having sufficient funds in his hands, shall 
at any time refuse for two weeks to pay an order of the board signed 
by the president and secretary, he shall be liable, on proof thereof be • 
fore the nearest justice of the pence or alderman, and without stay of 
execution, to pay the full amount of said order, and interest at tbe 
rate of twelve per cent, per annum thereon, from the first refusal till 
the day of payment, by way of damages, and the whole costs of the 
suit or proceeding) which interest and cost shall not be allowed him 
out of the funds of the district on settlement of his accounts ; but if, on 
hearjlng before the justice of the peace or alderman, oi which the trea- 
fluref shall have five davs' written notice, he shall show to the satis* 
/action of said justice or alderman, that he had not sufficient funds of 
the district in his hands to pay the order, then he shall not be liable to 
pay the amount of such order, interest, nor cost, but the costs of such 
suit or proceeding, including those that he ma} have necessarily in< 
eorred in his defence, shall be paid by the opposite party. 

TI. Gbttebal Powers and Duties of the Board. 

Sscr. 28. The board of directors of every district which shall have 
adopted the system, shall possess and exercise the following powers 
and perform the following duties, when such district is not sub-divided 
and laid off into primary or secondary districts ; and when it is so 
sub-divided and laid off, they shall retain and exercise such of the 
powers and perform such of the duties as are not hereinafter express- 
ly delegated to, and enjoined upon primary or secondary committees; 
together with the other powers and duties given and enjoined by this 
act, or ncicessarily incident to their character as directors and the good 
of the system. 

1* They shall establish a sufficient number of Common Schools 
forthe education of every individual between the ages of five and sev- 
enteen years in the district, who m^y apply for admission and instruc- 
tion, either in person or by parent, guardian or next friend ; but per- 
sons under the age of five, and over the age of seventeen years may 
be ac|jnl^ed into the school by permission of the board, or of the pro- 
per primar/ or secondary committee when there is one. 
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14. They shall pay all neoesaary expenses of the system by drafts 
on the dislriM treasurer, isined by order- of the board' st a meetkig 
thereof, and signed by the president, attested by the sceretary and 
enteredoo the minutes. 

15. They shall appoint the treasurer and collector annually, and 
shall datermioe the compensation of the secretary and treasurer. 

10. They shall levy, assess and cause to be collected the school tax 
of the district in the manner hereafter directed. 

17« They shall apportion the Common School funds of the district 
among the primary and secondary districts thereof, if it be sub* 
divided, in such manner and proportions as may be just and 
equal. 

18. They shall have power to purchase and h(dd the real and 
personal property which may be necessary for the establishment and 
operation of the system, and the same to sell, alien and dispose ofi 
for the good of the district, when it shall no longer be necchsary for 
the purposes aforesaid. 

19. In all cases where real estate is held by trustees or others 
for the general uhc of a neighborhood as a school house or its ap* 
pondages, it shall be lawful for the said trustees or others, or the 
survivor or survivors of them, to convey the same to the directors 
of the proper district, and thenceforward the directors and their 
successors shall hold said property for the use of the Conmion 
School system in the district, and for the same term for which it 
was originally grantbd to said trustees or others, or their prede- 
ces^rs. 

20. Whenever any controversy or difficulty shall occur in the 
board or in the district, requiring the official action of the super* 
intendent, they shall make out, at a regular meeting of the board, 
a full statement thereof, and transmit the same, signed by the 
president aiid attested by the secretary, to the superintendent for 
his advice or decisiou, as the case may be, and shall also enter 
s'lch statement nt length on the minutes. 

21'. They shall annually, on or before the first Monday in Oc- 
tober, make report to the superintendent, in such form aj shall be 
prescribed by him, of their operations and of the condition of their 
district during the year ending on the first Monday of the pre- 
ceding September. 

2<S. School directors shall not receive any pay or emolument 
whatever for their services as such ; but they and common school , 
teachers shall be exempt, during the time they continue to perform 
the duties of their respective offices, from military duty and from 
serving in any other township, borough or ward office. 

23*' No director, durins; his continuance in office, shall be teacher 
of a common school or contractor in the employment of the board 
to build a fchool house, or to do any other work or duty fi>r which be 
is to. TpGrnj^i ODinpensation. Nor shall be be the bait or surety of 
the diirtriet treasurer. 
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YiU. Adjoining ^District, QKRMikif, Endowiso and Congreoa- 

TioNAL Schools. 

*Sect. 3'* ^VheneYe^ any portion of the youth ofany accepting dis- 
irict cannot b: cv)nveniently accomuiodaled in the primary Common 
Schools th' roof, on account ol their great distajice from the school 
Jliouse, or of d'iliculty of access thereto, caused hy cretks, rivers, 
QDOuntoiiis, or the want of roads, and when such voiith cuu be con- 
veniently aocv>iumodated in the prunary Common Sch«jols of au ad- 
joining accepting distirict, it shall he the duty of the directors ot suoh 
two adjoining districts, whether ihgy be in the same or in different 
counties, to -^nter into an arrangrment by which such vomh shall be 
admitted and instructed m the most convenient school of the adjoining 
district; and for iheirinstniciion the board of their j>rqper district shall . 
pky the boM-d cSfsiuch adjoining district, by order io fuvorof thetrcu* 
suir^f !hr*re«'t on their own district treasurer, such sum or sums as 
would hive b?^n expended for the instruciioU of such youth, if they 
4)adattCMder; {\U primary school ol thfiir proper <listrict; in considera- 
lioh of which, they shall be permitted to attend the school or schools of 
stich' adlJoiriing district, so long as the money thus puid shall dcfiay 
the cxpanc^s of their instruction therein, according to the prices and 
reguiatons riicroof, and no hmger, ifsuch school or schools shall be«o 
ioog kef)l opcii for the instruction of the resident you?h thereof, but 
Hfiol otherwise. 

Swct. Dl. Or, the directors of such adjoining districts mny i^stablisth 
a primary district or districts, composed of such piirts of boin districts 
n* require the connexion, and build or otherwise provide a scliool 
tease; rhcr( ;i ri ; the expense ol which house nnd of maintaiuingthe 
fjchool in on;.Malion, shallbo borne by, I he board of such adjoining dis^ 
^ricts j'Mntly, in such proportions ns may be agreed on by them ia 
^rilittg and thecifixens of su^h primary district shall eiect.a primary 
committee tlvjnTor, in the manner directed in the thirtieth section here- 
of, who shal. txercise the same. powers as other primary committees, 
and be subjoct a^one to the control of, and the school to visitation by, 
I lie board of directors of that district whfch shall contribute the grea- 
ies^ amount to the expenstjs of snch sohooL 

Kect.'Uji. Noarrangement orconiracl mode under the tlnrty-third 
-veetion hereo;", shall be ternnnated or rescinded except at thf* end of a 
iichodi vcar, and after at least six months written notice, sjajned bv 
4hB presidtini and secretary of the board, desirous of leriT.iruaJng or 
roscifiding, expressing their desire to do so, and delivered lo the pres- 
ideot or secretary of the other l)oarl3 ; and no primary district formed 
in apcordance with the thirty-fourth section hereof, shall be abolished, 
exGGpt by consent of a majority of the chizens thereof expressed in 
■^rriliipg'to the board of both districts, or by the votes of the majority of 
iheciii^onf:, given at n public trieeting called for that purpose ocvvxaJL 
4«M •AttoJtw'o weeks written notice by the ^nttvtit'^ ^xc^xtvtwvw^Ai N^^\<acs^\ 
4tll4lii cate of se^tvtion, the •dUlf'tcl m v\vki\\ \\v5i %v^^oOv\vQMs^ \^- 
2 
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^ent to it by eftch primary district ; and the whole expense of such 
secondary school shail be borne by the primary districts at whose 
. application it was established, and be paid by the directors in the usuaf 
manner out of the proportions of the district funds coming to such 
primary districts. 

SsoT. 40. Each secoodary school shall be visited by a committee' 
composed of one member from the comnrMttee of each primary dis- 
trict withia its4)ounds, one of whom shail visit it at least once in each 
week, and while acting on the secondary committee shall be relieved 
from performing any of t^e duties of primary committee men. 
They shall employ and determine the salary of the teacher subject 
to the approval of the board ; admit the pupiis; select the school 
books; provide stoves atid fuel ; keep the school house in repair and 
retain the charge and control of it ; makp a quarterly report of the 
condition of the school to the board of directors ; and have the gen^ 
^rai control of the school. 

Smct. 41. No ptf()il shall be admitted into any secondary school 
who shall not Iks a resident of the proper secondary district, and 
who shall not have passed sugh an exammation be^Dre the proper 
secondary committee as to sausfy them that he or ^he is fitted for 
f^dmissiou by having acquired all the branches taught in the pri* 
tnary schools, except 'm the case of pupils who shrill have actually^ 
fiassed through one of the primary schools of the proper distric:, and 
who shali produce a certificate from the directors to that eflfect, in- 
which case such pupils shall be admitted mto the secondary school' 
without examination; but no new pupils shall in any case be ad- 
tnitted into a secondary school except on the first Monday of eaclr 
<|uarter. ^ 

Sscr. 42, For the purpose of encouragini[^ the establishment of 
secondary schools and <^( thus promoting the higher branches of 
learning in every part of the commonwealth, the superintendent is 
liereby authorized and required lo add annually, the sum of fifty, 
dollars to the state ajsprupriation of each district, for each and 
«very secondary school therein, which shall have contained not less, 
than twenty-five pupils, consianily engaged in the study of tbe^ 
proper bianches of a secondary school, during not less than sii^ 
months of the next preceding school year ; which facts shall be, 
certified to him by the proper board of directors in the same msB-^ 
ner and at the sanrte time with the annual certificate of tax ; and^ 
the said appropriation of fifty dollars to each secondary school IJ 
the distri^ shall be applied to the use thereof by the directors^ b; 
drafts os'the district treasurer in the usual manner, without «o; 
increase of tax on the district in consequence of the receipt theraofl 

X. Branches of Study. ^^ 

* Skct. 43. The branches to he taught in each priinar^ 
School shall be, when compeletit leaeV\ex% c^ti \sfcf:5t^t«^, 
vrrhing and arithemetic thoroug\\\y, vVv© lu^wnssoX* <A ^^j^sfiBW* 
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•graphy, history, r1 rawing nnd v(wal rniisio, ni 
to moral culture and general deportment, or su( 
Iranctes as may bo suitable to the a^e and ad 
Ifupil. 

Sect. 44. The brancii«*s to be luughl in ear- 
shall bo a more thorou;^h cnursc of jjramniar, ^ 
drawing and vocal mu^ic than in the primary i>cIk 
and careful attention to moral culture and •^(fm-ial 
pi^ition, book-keepin;{« mathematics, the principle; 
Ironomy^ natural hidtnry and chemistry, loi^eiher v 
lion in ihe history and government of thin State ant 
and such other branches as the proper sfcondai 
direct. ^ 

XI. State Approfriation .\^d T.i> 

Skct. 45. There shnll hert after, annually, K; 
Ti*eusurer to ilie treasurer of each ac(x»piin;r 'ii^^ 
monwealth, upon an order signed by the supor. 
of such dislrict treasurer, the ^uni of one dollar it 
taxable mhabitani thereof in full o^ ail state uppr 
in aid of primary Common b'chools, for the current 
•ball be issued as soon after the first Monday in ^ 
and every year, ct)n>menoing on the first Alond 
one thousand eight hundred and thiriy-ninK, as the 
hereinafter described, shall have l>een furnished to st 
And the like amount of appropriation shall l)o pni 
•ouiHy treasurer of the city and coimty of Philadel 
free schools thereof, on application by s:aid ircaj 
manner as in the case of a common School riistri 
certificate of tax shall be required. 

Sect. 46. Wlien anv district shall, for the fir 
cepted the system, previous to the first day oi 
Ihousand eight hundred and thirty-nine, the sup 
at the lime of issuing the order for any appropr 
rent year, afso issue? orders for any appropriation 
iirawn in the Stale Treasury, for ih(; use <if sucli 
preceding year or years, under former acts and 
General AsjJemblv : but on the said first dav t) 
ihotysanti eight hundred and Ihirty-nine, the port 
fropriation of that and tormer years, intended i\ 
which shall not then have accepted the system, s 
ke paid into the Common School fund, created I 
•t?mbly of the second day of April, one thousand t 
Ihirty-one, entitled "An act providing (or the e 
general system of education," and no district 
afier draw in any one year, a greater portion of S 
Id Common. Schools, than may be due to it, as 
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•nd of each and every year during which it s 
•<K9t:pting district. 

Srct. 47. When making out tltc order on \\ 
fi>r the State appropriation in aid of the primary 
in any district that contains one or ni(»re sc 
Schools, the suporintendent shall add to the arrc 
the sum of fifty dollars, for eat:h of such seer 
Heinj5 first certified of the existence, miniber oj 
studies, Mod duration of teaching within the nc 
of such secondary school, wl.ieh uppropriaiion to 
shall . not cause any increase of school tax on th< 
k. 

Sect. 48. It shall be tlie duty of the comnr 
county in the State, to ascertain iriennijilly, with 
the res|>ective assessors, the exact number of ?•! 
tants of each district in their several counties, 
same, ynder their hands and seals of office, to t 
who is hereby directed to adopt the number of res 
certified as the basjs of distribution of Stale approp 
mary Com .-non Sciiools in the manner a fn rcas id 
ficates shall be prepared ancJ transmitted so the 
such superintendent on or before the first d.iy 
third year, the first lo be traiismit{(Ml in iho ) 
eight hundred and thirtv-nine : and if !he coni 
county neglect or Hiil t'> forward such rcriificates 
nqt be received on the said first day of June, in i 
superintendent may, in that case, adopt the ni 
set forth in the next preceding certificate or re 
pose of ascertain! Hiij the portions of Sjate appio 
the several distnctsJ of such county. Said cr 
also cause to be published, in not less than two ^ 
in their proper county, if there be so manv printe 
weeks in the month of June, in every ihird y 
of all the districts thereof, with the whol.- nun 
each, ascertained as aforfsaid, that the citizens 
the amount of iheir apnropriat{.)n for ihe n(\\t thre 

Sect. 49. Whou'^ver a new district shall fc 
county, it shall be the duty of the coionnssioni 
tify to the superintendent, before the cOmmcnc 
succeeding school year, the number of taxalle ii 
and also the number m the distiict or districts f 
taken, separately, aceordinfi to the last i)reced 
inerat:on ot laxables made for school purr»oses, 
number in such new district, and in thai <^r tho 
was taken, beiiis: added toirciher, shall wv\\W\ ^ 
than the number \hal wxxs \\\wv\ X^^^ox^ \\vciQ^v 
^icoording to the \an VnewmtvX cjei\*A^v:.iax^ ^^ \^'^ 
ior^ made by saVi commvssvoucis. 
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Sect. S'2. And for the purposo of enabling the board 
mid np;>ori!onlhe tax (or the enamng school year, the f 
pour.Ly riiK'« and levies ol ihe township, borough or ws 
liiri^ Ihi; clisiricl shall, on or berore the nrst Mnnda 
niiriuillv rurnish '.he prfsident or secretory ihereor, w 
ciipv "i ibo last arljiisled valuation of property, aubjec 
taxable in the samo, for county purposes, ingetber 
R-iurii or list of ihe aninunl and value of ibe perso 
Ihe same, ifinie taxable by the aci of Iwenty.fifLh 
ihmisnnd eiyhl hundred and ihirty-one, enlliled " 
a -tax on /JCrsoDaJ property, to be collected wilh 
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aod levies, for the use of the commonwealth,*' which personal prop- 
erty is hereby continued taxable fur school purposes according to th^ 
provisions of said act, except that it shall be tnxod at the same 
rate on its valuation for school purposes as real estat«^, and that the 
assessment shall be made by the directors as hereinalter directed ; 
and it is hereby enjoined upon the com misdi oners of the several 
counties to cause the returns or lists of said personal property to 
be prepared by the assessors of county rates and levies, and (ur- 
nished as hereinbefore directed to the board of directors. 

Sect. 53. Whereupon the board of directors .shall on or before 
the first Monday in July, annually proceed to levy and apportion 
the tax, including the additional tax if any shall have been author- 
ized, as follows, viz : They shall Jirst assess upon all offices and 
posts of profit, professions, trades and occupations,.and upon all single 
freemen above ?heageoi twenty-one years who do not follow any occu- 
pation^ any sum which i?iey shall deem proper and sufficient, not ex- 
ceeding the sum which ra:iy be, during the current year, assessed 
OD said offices, posts, prolessions, trades, occupations or single 
freemen, respectively, for county purposes, except that the 
8iim assessed on each shall in no case be less than fifty cents ; 
and if there be any persons resident in said district who do 
not follow any known profession, trade or occupation, such per- 
sons shall be assessed at not less than nftv cents, nor mon? 
than five dollars each, according to justice, and the discretion of 
the board. Having ascerlnined the amount thus assessed, the di- 
rectors shall in tlie second place assess and opporlion the balance- 
necessary to rr.ake up the wIjoIc amount' of the {{ix to be raised, 
upon the property of the distri.'t taxable fjr county purposes, and 
on the personal property described in the act of the twenty-filth of 
March, one thousand ei;iht-bundrcd and thir y-one, befo;^; recited, 
according to one and the same rate in both cases. But- said jtct of 
the twentv-fifih of March, one thousand eii2;ht-hnndrod and thirtv- 
one, shall not be so construed as to make widows' dower liable 
to- the payment of school tax. 

Sjicr. 54. When the wholtj tax is thus as.scssed and apportioned^ 
the se::retary sh fill make out, befor:) the first of the followio.:; Au"* 
^ust, a correct duplicate •of ilic same, and the president &liall, on or 
before the first of September next ensuing, issue his warrant with 
the duplicate, to the district collector to collect the <amo ; and thn 
board shall have the right, at all times, to m*ik(? hui-.U ahatcnicnH 
or exonerations for mis.akos, indigent person^, unseat' d lands, <S3C. 
as to thorn shall appear just and reasonable; and ilie secrelary 
shall en!er on the minui.iis the nunics of all persons in whose favor 
such abatements or exonerations were made, tof^oiher wi.li the 
reasons thorefor ; but no nppeal Irom the as>e3^ijieat of the board 
shall lake p'ace or be held. 

Sject. 5o. As soon u^ \\\e ^t^<\v\^ta ^WxXV'^n^ \^'s\~^ 
tnd duplicate to the coWeelov, wu4 tvov VX«^x^> \v^ ^ 
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SkcT. 59. Whenever school tax aasesscd'on unseated lands in anjf: 
district, shall not be voruntarily paid by the ownor or owners iht reol', 
the district collector shall certify ihe same to the proper coiintv com- 
missioners: who shall enforce thecufiociion thereof with the hixes as* 
^ssed on unseated funds forconnly purposes, and when so eoihcUHl», 
shall pay the same to said district treasurer by orders drawn on iho 
county treasurer. 

Sect. 60. It shall be the duty of the secretary, within thn*e months 
from the day of delivery of the warrant and dnplicatefo the coHeclor, 
to file a certiBcate sii>ned by the president and attested by the secreta- 
ry, in the office of the prothoiiotary of the court of common- pirns of 
the proper countVr stating the amount due and unpaid, at \\\v date 
thereof, b/ the said collector; and it shall be the duty of the proihbno- 
tary forthwith to enter the same on his docket; which- cerlifi<'«fe shall; 
I'rom such entry, have the same operation and effect as a jndpment 
of said court, and executions iijay be issued thereon in like ni;»nner 
88 on said* judgment, fbr the amount remaining unpaid at any lime 
aAer the entry aforesaid. 

XIII. SETTL£Mfi:«T OF ScHOOL ACCOUNTS* 

Sect. 61. The accounts of the treasurer of each accepting district, 
shall be annually settled and adjusted by the auditors, for iht'time b^- 
ing, of the township CDmposing such district, but if the district U) com- 
posed of a borough or ward, by the proper auditing ofiix^rs of such 
borough or ward ; and when a township is embritced in ihe smrio dis- 
trict with a boroucrh, the accounts of the treasurer shall be audited and 
adjusted by the auditors of such township ; which settlement shuil be 
made at the time and place of auditing the accounts of the (?roper 
township, borough or ward. 

Sect. 62. In the scnV?ment of school accounts, township auditors, 
and auditing officers of bomui^hs nnd wards, shall possess <Tn(l exercise 
the same powers, and perform the same duties as are given lo, and 
enjoined on them by the laws reirulating the settling and .-.djusunent 
of their respective towTiship, borough or ward accounts ; exc* \>[ that 
they shall not officially exanrine into the proceedings or condtct of 
the board of directors, but shall confine their *\\.tmina(inn to 'he ac- 
counts of the district trensoror, as such, nnd shall allow him credit jbr 
every order of the board regularly made out, presented to, and paid 
by him, according to the provisions of this act. 

Sect. 63. The report ofsaid auditors, selling forth the state of said 
treasurer's accounts and the balance for or against him, nfn r Laving 
been entered at largo en the books of the proper township, b»' 
or ward, shall be signed nnd sealed by said auditors and trn 
tt> the Secretary of the district, by whom it shall l^e Q.wVsi.\^\^ 
the minutes ; and' if ihoteYie ix W\v\y\c<^ \5.vy!C\\\^\ \V^ %^\\ V\^ 
the board may, if necess^T^, a\. ^v\^ v\tiN^ >n\\\\\w^^^^ '^ 
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5. He shall prepare and submit to the legislature, annually dur- 
iog the first week in January, a report up to the last day of the next 
preceding August, containing a full account of the condition of the 
common schools, the expenditure of the system during the year, 
estimates of the suir^ requisite for the ensuing year, the whole 
number of pupils, the cost of teaching each, the number of ac» 
cepting districts, p*<&n>t for the improveinent ol the system, and 
the school houses, and all other matters relating to the system and 
to the duties of bis office, that he may deem useful or proper to 
communicate. 

6. Ho shall enter or cnus^ to be entered in proper books, pro- 
vided for the purpose in his office, all his decisions, letters, orders, 
on the State Treasury and other acts, as superintendent; and to 
assiist in the performance of his various duties, he is hereby autho- 
rized to employ and retain a school clerk at a salary of one thou- 
sand dollars per annum, and such additional assistance as may be 
actually requisite. 

7- He shall cause to be published at the seat of {government on 
the first Monday in every month, a periodical sheet of the imperial 
size, and in the octavo form, to be called the ^^ Common School 
Assist4lKt," one copy of which shall be sent gratis and post-paid 
monthly, to each president, secretary and trea^juror of every ac- 
cepting district in (he commonwealth; in and throup^h which he 
shall publish all his official decisions ns superintendent, insert a 
' list of all orders on the State treasury for appropriation issued to 
district treasurers during the preceding month ; reply, as far as 
practicable, to all inquiries made to him ; and communicate all 
forms of rcporis, with instructions ond other official documents 
required by the different district?; and the rest of the colunrui!} of 
said monthly paper shall be filled with such matter connected with, 
and calculated to throw light upon the subject of general educa- 
tion, as he may from time to time write or select. 

8. And siiid " Common School Assistant," so conducted and 
published, is hereby constituicd, and shall be recognized as an 
official paper, and al! the decisions, documents and acts of the su- 
permtendent therein printed and published with his name attached 
to them, respectively, shall be taken and reoo^inized in all judicial 
proceedings, and at all times as his official decisions, documents 
nndact.s, in the same jnanncr as if they wore actuality signed with 
his name and sealed with the seal of his office. 
- 9. And all moneys reasonably and necessarily expended by him 
in the performance of his aforesaid duties, shall, wpon due proof 
be allowed to him by the Auditor General, and paid by the Stale 
Treasurer out of any money in the Slate Treasury not otherwise ap- 
propriated. 

XVI. Confirming and Repealing Sections. 

Sect. 68. School dVrecVots tvwA ^V\ ^\\\^^ cn^vc,^\^ ^'^ "^^ %-A'&Na 
elecled or appomled uuOiet v\v^ ^\on\^\oi\^ <^^ \c>\^»kv. ^^vs.^ ^ "^^ 



BILL Xq II 



AN ACT 

Topromettthe eUabl shment of irntllution^ for the prtparaiionrf 

Common School Teachers 

Wheroas, the chief remamin^^ defect of the tIfMrimon School ays- 
tem of this commonwealth is the want of weH traioed professioDal 
teachers for the primary and secondary shoots thereof, which it is 
tielieved, can best be i»uj)plied by the establishment, at the expense of 
the ^tate, of institutions for the thorough instruction of persons desi- 
rous of devoting thenr'selves to ihe useful employment of teachi.-g; 
And wherefts, it is also boliev(»d that such institutions can be so estab« 
lished and regulated as both lo accomplish fhe desirable end aforesaid, 
and to impart a free and thoroui^h pnvchcul or business education to a 
large number of youth very much to the public benefit ; tliereforo, 

Sect 1. Beit enacted by the Sanate and House of JRepreseMC' 
tivei of the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania in General Assembly 
mety and it is hereby enacted by the authority aforesaid^ Thaft 

be and is hereby appointed Commissioner, on the 
ymrt of tho Legishiture lor one; year from the day of the passage 
hereof, 10 invesiigaie the facts r^nd subjects connected wilh the ob- 
jects set forth in the preamble hereof, and by correspondence with, 
•»nd visiting similar insUtulions elsewhere, by consulting persons con- 
versant with subjects relating thereto, and by every other means 
within his power, to colL^ct full iiiformation and to make report to the 
Legislature, at «ts next session, within the monlh o( January, which 
report shall embrace all the facts and opmions on the subject of this 
act which he may daevn useful for the inlormation of the inembers of 
liie Legislature. And all colleges, academics, seniinnries, persons 
engaged in the educ:ation of youth, and all citizens of the Slate are re- 
quested and eojoinoci to aid and assist, by all nocans in their power, 
4aid Commissioner in the fierformance of the duties assigned by this 
net, and 80 intimately connected with the cr»mnf«on good. 

Skut. 2. Said Conmussioner shall also slate in his report the num- 
l>er of practical inslitules which he may deem necessary for the whole 
State, I nd tl>c number which, in his opinion, otight to be forthwith es- 
tablished, together with the cost of esiablishiniz: «ach^ iv\s»i >fc 
^xpcose thereof afterwards • t\«i >^Vv^\\ >8\&<^ ^'aRfc\\»\^ ^^a 
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places where said practical iDStttalea may be ettaUislied with gi 
benefit to the people of the State, and with least eipeote to the 
Treasury. 

Sect. 3. Said Ccmmismoner shall alsb accompany his repor 
the draft of a bill or act of Assembly for the establishmeot, gc 
ment and maintenance of the practical institutes aforesaid, at 
carrying into full operation the intentioD of this bil1« and thereby 
pletiog the design of the Common School system of Pennsylvai 
its fullest extent* 



EXPLANATORY REMARKS 

ON BILL No. I. 



L DisTKiCTs — New Districts. 

ISbct. l^'is taken firom the 1st of the School law of June, 1896, 
with a slight change in phraseology and none in sense. 

Sect. 3, is new and intended to obviate frequent and embarrassing 
difficulties that have grown out of a defect of the existing law. Un* 
certainty as to tht time when a new district should be recognized as 
liuch, gives rise to many appeals to the superintendent, ^nvenience 
and reason seem to dictate that the separation should only be com* 
pleted at the end of the current year, when all existing arrangements 
a^d contracts will have been terininared, and when the new district, 
with a full board, can commence operations easily aud efficiently. 

Sect. 3, is new, and expressly provides a rule and mode for divi- 
ding existing balances of School funds between old districts and such 
new ones as may be formed out of ihem. The want of such a previa* 
ion has frequently been experienced heretofore. 

IL ACCBPTANCB OR REJECTION. 

Sect. 4, is taken from the 13th of the School law of 1836, to the 
main feature of which it adheres, with an addition prescribing the 
tnode of making the returns of, and deciding contested, elections held 
under jt. This was wholly omitted from all former acts, and seems 
to be indispensable. 

There is also anether alteration proposed in the section. The 
elections (or accepting are directed to be held by the same persons 
andMn the same manner as that for directors. There was no good 
reason why there should be any difference ; and, throughout all the 
following sections of the bill, the principle of having all School elec- 
' lions, which admit of it, held on the same day, at the same place and 
in the same manner, with the township, borough or ward elections of 
the district, is adhered to. Any other course only renders the opera- 
tions of the system complicated and difficult, and burthens the peo* 
pie with a greats number of public meetings than are absolutely ne- 
«efBBary. 

Sect. 6, is similar in principle with the provisioaaoCO^^^^\waK^^. 
law on the SHbjeet, which a^e \.o \sei ^ovxtk^ ^^\>\>§ \w >J5»r •»^\\\^»\^^2v>vccw^ 
fmrtly iv the 8ixleeul\k «5ecV\ous ot vXvb ^^\. o.^ V^^^* 
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chosen on the day of the township and not of the borough election. 
The reasons for this coiist ruction, were — 1st. That the time of 
election over the whole state might be as uniform as possible ; and 
2d. That the question of tax and the amount of it, which under 
the present law is to be determined on or before tlie first Monday 
in May annually, should be settled \v ith tho consent of the new 
directors ot the year, but which could iiut ot cone if they were 
elected on the day of the borough elections, most of which are on 
or djlw the first Monday in May. For these reasons also, as 
well as to remove doubt, the law is now proposed to be made express 
oa these points. 

Sbct. 1:2, IS taken from the second section of the act of 1836, /wttb 
a. di^rent mode of classifying directors, intended to relieve the citi- 
sens voting, from, the trouble of stating on their tickets the term which 
e«ch candidate ia voted for. 

Sect. 13,. di^rs from the existing provisions of the law on the 
8Ubject, as found in the second section of the act of 1836. It is 
there prescribed that six directors shall be chosen at the first 
election of every new district. There seems to be no good reason 
for this. On the contrary, it appears desirable that the directors 
HI office for the old district, but residinj^ in the now, should conr- 
tinue to act,._l:^ause it is fair to suppose, that they have acquired 
some experience. At all events,, they must be better informed of 
the condition of the system and of existing contracts and arrange- 
ments, than persons just coming, into the board. For these rea* 
sons, they are retained, and if more ih?n three in number, the 
power^ is given.to fill. the board by appointment till next election. 
If less, the requisite number to eompletc the board are to be cho* 
sea at a special election.. 

Sver. 14i is new and provides for returns of elcfrtions of direc- 
tors, together with the mode of contestinc: ami setting aside illegal 
or informal elections^ It also directs that per.>5ons elected shall 
receive notice of their election and. tho board be informed thereof, 
ihat the former may attend and ihe In.ltcr admit none but the 
persons duly elected. These provi^sicr.s seamed to be indispen- 
sible. ^ 

Sect. 15, is from the third section of the act of 1830, except 
that, when, by the occurrence of vn nancies, the board is reduced to 
less than three, the vacancies shall not be lillcd by appointment, 
but by special election. 

SscT«. 16, is chiefly from the eleventh scciion of the School law 
of 1888 ttnd was much needed. A greot in^mber of cases under 
the law of 1836 occurred, in which mucli diiTiCu'ry and confusion 
weife causfed by persons being elected, but refuslntij ^\VVv^t Xr^ ^<iX ^x 
resign. No' power was previously ex^^tessVy ^v^;^tv^ V^ >^"aX.\^'^ ^^ 
deal mth. such persons as they d v.^vvcOl. V. \^ tvohj ^^"^^e«s«^ 
yader the dct of 1838, and has pioduced v\vq V^^^^- ^^e.c\»» 
^ 
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The proposition now made to pay the secretary and treaeurer « 
reasonable corrrpensau'on for the perfoj-maoce of their oneroua and 
responsible duties, it is hoped, will be adopted. The want of such 
a power m the board, has sometimes led to the employment ofmcom* 
peteot or unsafe persons. 

Sbct. 25, is new and rendered necessary by the frequent io- 
Qtaoces that have occurred of presidents and secretaries opposed 
lo the system though in a minority in tlie board, absenting them- 
aelv«8 or refusing to sign the certlHcate of tan, or to do some other 
indispensibtc act, for the avowed purpose of deleating the further 
progress of the system in the district. It will also meet cases of 
unavoidabte absence, though in such cases the power is already 
possessed by reasonable inference from the general powers of the 
board. 

Sect. 27, is also new and calculated to remedy a great mis- 
chief io the system. It has in some instances happened that trea- 
surers supposing that they could not be compelled to refund the 
school money in their hands, till the end of the year, and then only 
by suit on their official bonds, refused to pay the orders of the 
bo^ird, and thus vesatiously detained from them the money of teach- 
ers and others. A summary proceeding like the oiie described in 
the section, seems therefore necessary, guarded at the. same ;ime, 
m such a manner as to protect faithful treasurers against malicious 
suits. 

VI. GENERAL POVVISEGI AND DuTIES OF TBB BoARS. 

Sect. 28, consists of a description of the general powers and 
duties of the whole board of directors, in .paragraphs. 

. The first division «f the section, together with paragraphs, 2, 3, 
5, 10, 11, 12, U, 15, 16, 18, 19, 21 and 22, are taken from the 
•third, fourth, eighth, and iburteenth sections of the school law of 
1836, with some alterations and additions, which are either sp slight 
as not to require comment, or are explained elsewhere in these 
^^marks. 

Paragraphs 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 13, 17 and 20, though not to be found 
expressly enacted in any of the school laws in force, relate to 
powers and duties not exercised and performed under a reasonable 
^construction of the existing laws. These, together wiih those em- 
braced in the class just enumerated, are all deemed necessary and 
proper to t)e continued and do not require any further remark. 

Iq the first paragraph, a change of some importance is introduocf^. 
It proposes to exclude all persons under Jive and over seventeen 
years of age, from the schools unless by the actual consent of tiie 
board; or of the proper primary or secondary committee, when there 
is one." This provision has been frequently ^rcs^e^i ^'^i >JweiVi^'^^- 
tum Ibj.the Superintendent in his ^HUuaX i^^otVa^^^x^ <:>& tsa."^^** 
hth may be fouadat Iarge« 
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tV.i' > r »-j->.7 -Jas ta^i-diTLsi JO into primary aintricls, are new and 
Ir-ji.;: . i i«i-^. Directors have frequently reversed Of changed the 
«'.-!.i , ' .■.«if« lif th«r predecf-ssors after school hotises wcie built, 
•ru: -. -.v- /xal arraDgcmenis or preparoiiona maile, against ihe- 
rart^ :' •'TXjm immedialely concerned, and (illea, Tery much lo tfaeir- 
:m^.'. I - -. t:wx, aod to the iajory of the ajsiem. The limitations now 
proc^ti^ :', aSbrd all the latitude requisite for the accommodation a(- 
"jv. ~: ' 7j-a% cooceroed, while they lake away all oppartaiiil; for v^ 
yf^mr>n or capricious change. 

in thb sediMi, and tbrooghont the whole bill, the tona " auft,*" 
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tias been abandoned, and that of ^^primary^^ adopted, whether prefixed 
to district, committee, or school. The word "5716" does not seem to 
be very applicable in either connexion, but the^word '*priniary" aptly 
^spresses the idea intended to bo conveyed. The primary school 
is ihe first school into which the child is to be admitted — he then pas- 
ses to the secondary or second, and thence into a higher. So of dis- 
tricts. And the committee of a primary district is properly the pri- 
fnary committee. But the pharse sub school, sub committee or sub 
district, presents to the mind the adea of a degree of subjection and 
^<i[ a species of inferiority that do not really exist. 

Sect. 30, is from the eighth of the school law of 1836. with such 
additional provisions as are absolutely necessary ta make it easy and 
c^ain in operation. 

Sbct. 31, only supplies an obvious ommissson in the present law. 
Without It, a failure to elect the primary comihittee, destroys the ex« 
istance of the primary district. 

Sect. 32, is chiefly from the eighth of the school law of 1836, and 
the fourteenth of that of 1638, with Che addition of such other powers 
as are either already possessed and exercised by inference from the 
general provisions of those acts, or as are necessary to render the 
agency of the committees useful and efficient. By increasing the pow- 
ers of primary committees, who are in most cases directly interested 
as parents in the welfare of the pupils committed to their charge, the 
powerful private feeling of love of offspring is made to aid in the per- 
formance of the public duty. 

VIl'I. Adjoining — -District, German, Endowed and Congrega- 
tional Schools. 

Sects. 33 and 34, only express more fully, and carry out into de- 
tttil, th« provisions of the sixth paragraph of the eighth section ot th« 
School law of 1836, which have been found extremely beneficial in 
pi^actice. 

Sect. 35, is new, and intended to prevent embarrassment by either 
of the districts, party to the arrangement, pulling an end tpit without 
sufficieLt notice to enable the other to provide otherwise for the ac- 
commodation of the pupils concerned. This unfair practice has been 
indulged in. 

Sect. 36, is new in letter though it has been enforced in practice, 
and is altogether just in principle. 

'Sects.^37 and 38, are substantially and almost literally the sam« 
sjisthe I7th section of the school law of 1836, and the 13th of that of 
IH^, which have both been found beneficial in practice. 
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on an average, about three miles square each. Now if the seconda- 
ry be composed of three primary districts, and the school house be 
placed about the centre, few of the secondary scholars will have to go 
more than three miles to school, and the great majority will be within 
two miles; and, when it is borne in mind that they will not consist of 
infants, but of yoaih generally over twolve years of age, the distance 
will not appear too great, and the number of the schools will conse- 
quently be sufficient. 

These schools can be made to aid materially in the preparation of 
primary school teachers. Indigent young men may attend them and 
at the same time pursue their proper avocations, without being com- 
pelled to leave hom'e: They can thus acquire such an education as 
to fit them, with a few months additional instruction in a higher insti- 
tution, 1o be useful teachers and in this way remunerate the state ten 
fold for her liberality. 

Reasons in favor of tho slight aid proposed to thcvse schools might 
easily be multiplied, but they aro supposed unnecessary. If it be true 
as stated, that the present aid to primary schools is sufficient, and if it 
be also true (of which there can be no doubt,) that the growing means 
of the state will yearly afPud a larger sum to the mental cultivation 
of her citizens than is at present given, then no more proper nor use- 
ful application of it can be pointed out. The sum proposed to be 
given to each school is small, but it will be an encouragement — a 
bounty — to induce Directors to turn their attention to the subject. 
This is all that is now required^ and if the small boon be bestowed, 
the rich fruits will soon show the wisdom of the measure. 

X. Bkanches of Study. 

Sects. 43 and 44, are new, and it is presumed, proper. If the 
establishment of secondary schools be sanctioned, it will be unavoid- 
ably necessary to confine the primary within their proper sphere, by 
designating the branches to be taught in them, and to prevent the 
secondary from being crowded with pupils not sufficiently prepared 
to enter them, and whose presence would onl} injure others without 
much benefit to themselves. Preventing the higher branches]. from 
being taught in the primary schools in all districts, including those in 
which there are no secondary schools, will also aid materially in pro- 
jnoliDg the establishment of the latter. 

Under any circumstances, however, it seems proper for the Le- 
gislature to designate the studies in Common Schools. There is no 
provision for this purpose in the exis'ing law, and the consequence is 
extremely injurious. Some directors decide that the only branches 
to be taught are reading, writing ard arithmetic, and thus deprive the 
pupils of much of the legitimate advantages of the schools. While 
4>lliers wander to the opposite extreme, and embrace all studies and 
(tranches, thus squandering the means of \he,^'^sXeTc\,^tv^ ^Ne'?^^v^\^M\^ 
it in ltd mo3t material and useful agency , wVvvcVv Xs^-^ vfcv^ ^o>2^i\. \^ \^- 
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ize a large amount of tax, the propriety of which would proba* 
bly he denied by none. For these reasons, the larger proportion has 
4>een preferred and retained. 

Tliere is an alteration proposed in the fifty-third section. It is, that 
the minimum amount of school tax to be imposed on offices and posts 
of profit, professions, trades, occupations and single freemen over the 
age of twenty-one, who do not follow any calling, shall be fifty cents. 
This IS deemed to be reasonable and cannot oppress any one. Offi- 
ces and occupations are, nrore than any other, the proper objects of 
taxation for the suppott and spread of learning. The exercise of ma- 
ny of them is entirely dependent on, and that of all facilitated by, the 
possession of a good education. This was the view taken by the 
fraoiers of the existing law, school lax being now first levied on these 
objects, and the balance only of the sum required, on property. This 
balance is generally the largest .portion of the whole amount, it is 
true, and 'will so continue, but it is just and proper that those cal- 
lings, whose value is so much increased by learning, and will hereaf- 
terbe^chiefly dependent on the Conmion Schoql for that advantage, 
should contribute a fair proportion of the expense of the system. A 
provision is also embraced in the section^ calculated to meet the case 
of perscHis who do not follow any known calling, but whose means 
^ will enable them to bear a part of the common burthen. 

In the Tatter part of the fifty-fourth section, it is directed, that no 

appeal from assessment by directors shall take place. This is only 

declaratory of the present law, and is inserted to prevent an error, 

^nto whidh some have fallen, by supposing that in the case of school 

assessments, there should be the same opportunity ofappeal as in the 

^ case of assessment of county tax. But such persons do not advert to 

■A^the fact, that directors' assessments are made on the valitation of 

^roperty^ &c. already "adjusted ;/ in other words, corrected by 

apptal before the County Commissioners. This being the case, 

there is no necessity for another adjustment > of valuation or second 

appeal. ^ 

There are some additions to the certificate of tax proposed in section 
fifty -five. One is, that it shall state whether the bounds of the dis- 
trict have been changed since the last certificato. This is necessary 
to prevent a greater amount of appropriation from being paid to any 
district than it. is entitled to; for, after division into more than ^ne 
district, the old district will, as a matter of course, draw less money 
from the State than it did before. Another is, that the name of the 
district treasurer shall be signed by himself to the certificate, that 
when the order or warrant is returned to the State Treasury, purpor- 
ting to be endorsed by him for payment, there may be an opportunity, 
when necessary, of ascertaining the genuineness of the signature by 
comparison. The post offices ©fall the officers are required, that 
the superintendent may know how to address any communications 
lie may have occasion to send. And a statement is rec^ww^ ^^c^xxv^^ 
proper auditors of the district, that the Iteasutet^a ^iCiCLOvsitiX. ol ^^^^ ^'t^ 
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XIV. School year. 

Sect. 64, changes the commencement of the school year from the 
first Monday in June, as fixed by the twenty-first of the sch©ol iaw 
of 1836, to the first day of Septemlier. It will also be perceived, 
that the whole scope of the bill contemplaies the day now named as 
the starlin<r point. This is desirable on many accounts. The first 
of June is not a suitable time. September is the most so, It will 
then be soon enough for the districts to receive their State money, to 
toeel the expenses of iail and "vinter teaching. It will be the proper 
period to close the annual report. The schools are generally opened 
for the Reason in this month, after the harvest work is done, and the 
leports then made will contain the transactions of the whole proceed- 
ing year. The Superintendent will then be enabled to make the re- 
port to the Legislature during the first w^k of the session. Under 
the exisJing law, which requires the reports to embrace the operations 
of the districts up to the first of January, it is impossible to complete 
H before the middle of February. This prevents it from being prin- 
ted and in the hands ol members for exaniination and distribution, 
till they are about adjourning. On account of these and other reas- 
ons which might, if necessary, be named, the change has been in- 
troduced. 

XV. Powers and duties op the Superintendent. 

Sect. 65. is all taken from existing laws, with slight variations, 
asd the necessary declaratory additions, except in two'particulars. 
The present law on the subject, is contained in the tenth section of 
the act of 1836, the joint resolution of /Vpril 3, 1837. relative to the 
school house fund, and the nineteenth seclion of the school law of 
1838. 

The first exception is in the first paragraph, and extends the 
Superinlen if'nt's power of decision over disputes arising between all 
Common Sv-hool officers. Heretofore it only embraced controversies 
among Diractors, but the latitude now expressly given was in all 
cases conceded, and has been exercised as necessary to the prosperity 
of the sysifiin. It is better, however, that it should be conferred by 
the words of the law. It is also provided, that there shall be no ap- 
peal from the decision of the Superintendent. This is presumed to 
he only m ni-nordance with the meaning of the present law, and if 
so, should lu' explicitly enacted. 

The otlie*- exception is contained in the 7ih and 8th parngraphs, 
which rel tte to the periodical sheet directed to be published by the 
Superintendeni. I'he want of this desirable addition to the machine- 
ry of t ho sss'.em, has been long felt. The proposition would have 
been submiiied to the Legislature, in the annual report of the last 
year, had it r»ol been for the then excited slate of political feelia^. 
The super ntondent did not wish to incur u\iOu \\\ve\9»^V^^\v^^^^^'^'^ 
blip, upoa the system, the suspicion w\\\c\i Vve V^tvavi \\v^ \^0«\^^'sjw£.^^ 
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and instruction, will meet all similar cases, wkhout further applicatioa 
to the superintendent. 

It will reduce to almost nothing, the annual expense of miscella- 
ii€»Dus printing. No circular letters will be required, nor separate 
forms for reports, nor instructions, for these can all be inserted in tha 
^*Afi8istant,*' and copied thence for use, by the several Secretaries. 
The biir for common school printing, n^w averages about $50(X 
annually. 

It will also save the State a largp sunv annually, in. the item of 
printing the annual report of the Superintepdent, for distribution by 
the Legislature, say five thousand doHars. That^deeument can now 
be annnually inserted in the '< Assistant," and, being thus widely cip- 
calated, no extra number will be required by either house. 

These last considerations, completely remove the only plausihle 
objection — ^that of expense. The saving ta the State will be fully 
$7*000 a year, little more than one-third of which sum will defray 
the whole cos(: But so strongly convinced is the Superintendent of 
the propriety of the measure, that he would unhesitatingly recom- 
noend it, even if the iucresed annual expense were five thousand 
dollars. 

If authorized to be published, the selection of the printer of the 
^-Assistant," ought to be entrusted to the Superintendent. The 
intimate relation, and frequent nitercourse which must necessarily 
subsist between them, would render it exceedingly unpleasant for 
the ^Superintendent to be forced into connexion with a person not 
perfectly agreeable to him. The due performance of the duty, also 
makes it proper that he should have the full and .perfect control of 
tte paper* 

The bill now contemplates the publication of the "Assistant" once 
in each month, but if issued semi-monthly or even weekly, it would 
be better. The increased expense wouM be triOing, and the benefit 
great. 

It will be perceived that the section undt^r consideration, does nol 
eontemplate a separation of the offices of Secretary of the Common. 
wealth and Superintendent. The peculiar position of the present 
Superintendent, forbade him to^epart, in the bill, from the existing 
arrangement. He feels compelled, however, to j;ive it as his clear 
and deliberato opinion, that the public good, and the convenience and 
utility of both offices, will be promoted by the separation. Tho 
Secretary of the ComTTionwealth may, by unremitted application and 
industry, perform ihe duties of both stations, in such a manner a% to 
avoid neglecting any of the ordinary demands of eilher. But not 
to neglect any of his ordinary duties is far short of what the system 
requires, and the public ought to receive from the Superintendent. 
He ought to have time, also, to read, to think, to converse, to corrrs- 
pond, and to travel, for the purpose of fully preparlcv^ Vvvw\^^^ v^^x^- 
charge the high and important funcUon o? \v\a s\»Xaow. "S^^ ^qn::^^^ 
Not be eompelled, as is now the case, to eudeavoi Xo i^^^'^ \.oN>cvft ^^^Ow- 
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REMARKS ON BILL NO. IL 

t 

It is not deemed requisite nor proper lo extend these pages by re- 
marks either in favor or explanation of the object of this bill. The 
task was attempted to be performed in the annual report of the super- 
intendenS to the legislature at its last session. To tlie second and 
third divisions of that document, the members arc respectfully referred 
for his views at length on the subject. Neither the experience nor 
reflection of the past year have presentcjd any reason for changing the 
opinion then expressed. On the contrary, they are confirmed, and 
if there by any opinion in which he is free from all doubt, it is ; 
tJuU the system must prepare its own teachers in its own teacher* s 
seminaries at the public expense. This opinion is attempted at some 
length to be enforced in the report alluded to. 

Respectfully submitted by 

THO. FI. BURROWS, 
Superintendent of Common Schools* 



Secsbtary's Officb, 
£brri$bu7g^ Jan. 14, 1839 
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II. Tax, '1\\x meetings, &c. 

1. The amount of ordin'iry tax ?or the year shall be fixed at ih^ 
regular m<^eting nexl before the first Monday in May, annually, nnd 
the yeas and nays shall be called on all questions of tax, and tihall be 
entered on the minutes. 

2. Wlien the queilion of additional tax is to be submittefl to the 
people, the Board shall agree upon some certain sum, exclusive of the 
amount which may he by law levied by the Direoiors themselvovM, 
which shall be granted or refused by ihe j>eople in this manner:— 
Each voter in favor of the addilimal tax shall write the s^um re- 
<^ired by the Directors on trie inside of his ticket, and the word **tax" 
on the outside; and each person opposed to the addiiional lax, shall 
insert the words '* no additional tax" on the inside of his ticket, and 
the word '* tax'^ on the outside, and the majority shall rule as in other 
eases. 

5. At the election to decide the question of additional tax, the 
President or in his absence, some other mcmlicr of the Board, shall 
set as Inspector, two qualified voters chosen by the citizens present 
shall be Judges, and the Secretary, or in his absence some other mem- 
ber of the board, shall act as Clerk. 

4* The aifsessment of tho tax, both ordinary and addirional, shall 
be completed, and the duplicate and warrant for collection shall be 
placed in the hands of the Dictrict Collector on or before the first day / 
of June, annually. 

6. The Collector shall not be required to collect the school tax 
sooner than the money may be actually needed, for the expenses of 
the district, so that the citizens may not be unduly pressed in the pay- 
ment. 

6* In order to afford the tax payers the longest possible time for 
payment, the whole amount of State appropriation fbr the year, and 
alt balances remaining from former years, shall be applied to the ex- 
penses of the district, before the proceeds of tax is applied. 

iii. establxshsicnt and discontinuance of schools; 
Location and usb of School hovsks, &c. 

1. A. 11610 scheol shnW be established, whenever it is proved to the 
Board, that not less than forty [or thirty or twenty, as the case may 
he,]; children are without reasonable and convenient opportunity of 
instruction^ and when the establishment of such school will not re- 
duce the duration of teaching, in the other established schools, to less 
than six months m the veur. 

2. Whenever it is proposed to establish a new school, the citizens 
within its bounds, shall be invited to build and furnish the house by 
private contribution, or at least to contribute partly thereto, with the 

\ understanding, that if they do not, the cost of the housse^ ot vVxv^.^*^- 
*iiDce of it, shall be deducted from the taleaVA^ Y^\\\cvtk o^ ^^ ^v&\x\Ow 
jfuodi^ coming to their school or primnty 4\»lncV^>QelQitei ^<!Xa^ c»«scossa 
msboo! iostruction can be commenced. 
D 
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3. The establishment of a oertaio number of acliools id a ditlrici 
shall not be taken to anKxiiH to a diviAon of it iaio sub ur primanp 
districts. tSvb-diviiion can only take place by aiapnMa reaohifioa of 
the Board to that effect, entenxl on the naioutes, and letiiog (ortb thm 
bouodst of each primary district as such* 

4. To prevent dis|*utcs about the locating of achool houaet, ihe 
following mode will in ail cases be adopted: The Board will appoiet 
four citizens, resident within the bounds of thetchool, or of Ihepri- ^ 
mary district in question, but at the opposife and most diatant eitreiiiie» 
thereof, who, with a member of the Ucjard appoiblad lor thai purpoip 
by the 13ourd, but not resident wjthra the bounde or prifnary district, •. 
shall determine the place at which the house shaH be built ; and, their >■ 
decision shall be reported to the Board, entered on tbe niioulciy aW.-. 
shall be final. <. 

5. If the number ol regular attending pupils in any full primary 
district or school, shall at any time be. reduced, to fifteen, the aaavii. 
shall be repr>rted by the teacher or tmy tux payer,, to the committel^ 
or, if there be no commillec, to the nearest director, who shall pot op 

SIX writen notices, at lest two weeks before the end of Ihe ciirraDt -' # 
quarter, at public plares, within the pniper bounds, that the achpoi . 
will bo clo»ed at the end of flie quarter, unlesjt tlie number of aUen^ ' 
dent pupils he permanently, increased to twenty ofive [or thirty Of 
. thirty-6ve, as the case may be,] before the end of the quarter, wh^b-;;'^ t 
shall be .speciHed. And if sucb increase do. not take pla^, tbeachool 
shall be discontinued altogether, or for the season, as. the Board may: » 
determine. 

6. The school houses of the district shall not be used for. publw .- 
meetitias, ringing schools^ religious worMpt 4'^., without the con* 
sent of a majority of the proper committee, or of llie Board of .IKU... * 
rectors if there be no committee* 

IV, DisTRiBtmoN OF School Fvi^d. 

1. ^11 the iGnds of the di.strict, whether derived from State ap- 
propriations, district fax, or other sources, shaljbo subject to one and 
the same rule of didiribution. 

2. Each school or primnry district, having not less than thirty, 
[or twenty-five or twenty, as the case may be,] and not more than, 
fifty pupils atfendiKg or desirious of attending school, shall bo coun* 
ted o e full school ; each having less than the foregoing minimum 
numlKT, bhall Ire accounted a half or ihree-fovrthn of a school, in ^ 
proporiioij toils deficiency; and each having more than the max-' 
imum number, -rshall be accounted one tmd a fourth^ cne and a 
half, one and thre^ -fourth 8, or a double school, in proporflon to it« 
excess of puofls. The schools [or primary districts,] befng thus 
proporfinn'^d, and the numbers and fractions of all being added 
fogelher, thci whole number thus produced, shall form the diruqr^ ' </. 
tbe w'.iole amount of funds to be distributed the dividend^ and the; - 
jTuoflfn/ or rcsulr, shall be tbe share ofeach school or ^v%vmv«^^RAn»r ' 
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ted as one ful! school; and tho others shall receive more or les^ than 
a full shares in proportion to their iVactionat excess or deticie;«cy, as 
previously detormimid. 

3. No establislied school [or primary district,] shall bedenominaled 
less than a half school, nur shall any be denuininated more than a 
double school. 

4. The distributive share of any school [or primary district,] 
shall not be applied to l,he purposes of inslrucfion until the trost 
of the school house be defrayed, or sonne definite arrangement 
made lor its gradual payment, by annual instalments out of the 
future share of the school or primary district, or from some other cer- 
tain source. 

V. Primary Committee. 

1. Whenever a district is laid off into primary districts, the citizens 
of each shall be called on by r.t least six public notices, signed by the 
JPreaident and Secretary, and put up at least two weeks previous to the 
6lection,to elect three resident taxable citizens, of the primary district, 
to act as the primary committee. A return of which election shall be 
made in writing, by the officers thereof, [who shall be an Inspector 
and Clerk, chosen by the citizens present,] to the President or ISecre- 
tary of the Board. 

2. The primary committee first e'ected, shall continue in office 
till the last Saturday of the current school year, on wliich day, 
annually, their successors shall be elected, to serve one year, un 
notice put up by the out-going committee, /or two weeks at six 
plpces. 

3. Tho primary committee shall have charge and control of the 
school building ; shali- mikc all lepairti to it, subject to the direction 
of the Board; and shall provide fuel. 

4. They shall have power to gr-int or refuse the use of the school 
house to the citizens of the primary district for publte purposes. 

5. They shall stlect and nominate, to the Board of Directors, a 
teacher n»r their school, who shall be appointed by the Board, if upon 
Examination he or she shall appear to be a proper and competent per- 
ion for the station. 

6. They shall, with the concurrence of the Board, but not other- 
wise, fix the salary of the teacher, which they shall certify in wri- 
tinjsj to the President, to be entered on the minutrs. But if they and 
the Board cannot agree, or if liie Board deem it advisable to hav« 
uniform salaries in the district, then the Board alone shall (ix the a- 
mount. 

7. They shall, either together or in turn separately, visit the school 
at least once each week while in operation. 

8. And they shall do and perform t\V\ ^vjlc\\ ti^jN^ ^tv^ ^wVsr.'^ ^w^'wssj:^ 

be enjoined od ibem io writing, by xV\c \^to^^t ^^at^> ^^^ ^^ ^^ ^ I 
ihe school. 
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▼!' Of TeaCOEKS — ExjUHHATIO!!, QUAUPtOATIOHly DuTIBI,dBOt ^ 

1. >i • perru>D shall ty? employed at teacher of a primary comnruMi 
•c'. r , .f. -j-s :ir.<t examioecl and nppraved by a comniittoe of the 
B^cf ;.<-.' o'hi.-r per-jon^ esppcially appointeJ for that purpoMK hytbe 
Lr-: r-. f:\':e\u teiichers from other districts producing unquesiiaB*. . ; 
%-,.-: ■-:''■' fi>:a-^s of trxumination and* con)|)etency from ibe Bonrd of 

2. tL'ii:\\ teacher ofa piimary common achod ahall becomfieftafll 
£9 r ^^ -':tiud instruciioQ in Orthography, Reading, Gnimnner, GeQf(» . 
raf.:iv , (]:.Ntory. Writing, ArithTictic and Book Keeping. 

3. f^ie te;icher shall be one qualified to give instruction in the thr* 
man -is well as ?he EngUgh langviage, whenever a majority ofthe 
parMi:s ind guardians of the children who actually attend the school 
require i', and when such'a teacher can be obtained. 

4. The contract with each te.icher iha^l hmin writings between bia - 
or her and the President of the Board and his successors. 

5. The contract shall be at a fixed sum per month, for thetf&ob 
iintc during which the funds of the district will Jiuthorize tlw 
Boardjto keep the schools open in the year, but shiUl contain k eo|i*' 
dition. that the board nnay, at the end of any month, dismiss tho 
teacher for incomj)erer.cy, neglect ofduty, ciuelty, oriromora! cob* ■ ' '. 
duct. 

6. No teacher shall be employed, nor the nomination ofa teacJier 
by a coriimittee confirmed, except by the votes of a majority of ikm 
whole Board. 

7' No tenchnr shall receive any compensaUon from parents or 
guardians in acidiiion to that paid by the district. * 

8. 7'wcniij-four full days leaching shall constitute the teacher'a 
month, .uid amenty'^wo days the quarter. 

9. Jlbti'f^to'it to'r ^\f^.fTi shall be under the control and direction of th# 
principal teacher of ihe school in which (hej are employed. . 

VII. Vi-viFATioNs — Monthly Ueport — Examinations. 



1. The Hoard of Directors shall be divided into /Aree classes- 
two in etrh ci iss — for visitation. The first dass shall visit the 
schf»lars (\\ixuvj the first month of the quarter, the second during 
the Hf^cnwi \\\,i\ y\\it third duritrg the third* The two visitors for the 
month -Juil ;i:(erid at rach school together, and it shall be their duty 
to visit ( vf ry scfmol in the District at least once in each month, 

2. Rj)ch el.jss nf vi.'^iting directors shall report the result of their 
obsf?rvrifif>ris in thf» j'chools, to the Dourd, at their regular quarter- 
ly meetinizH in vvriiin<;, aecordin<r to a form to be agreed on by the 
Board, wfiich shall be read by the Secretary, and filed with the 
minu'tjv. 

3 In case the Visitors'n reports agree in exhibiting a want of .pro- 
gress, i>rder or usefulness m a school, it shall be the duty of the 
Board forthwith to examine into the matter, and apply the proper 



63 

remedy; and if the teacher^s incompeteacy or miscooduct be the 
cause, to dismiss him at ihe end of his current month. 

4. There shall be two general and public examinations of the 
schools, by all the Directors, in each year, during the week previous 
to the vacations, if ther© be two, or if only one, then there shall be 
-one general examination during the week previous to the disconiinu- 
«nce of teaching for the season. The result of each exanuuatioo 
•hall be entered on the minutes of the Board. 

5. Six citizens of the District shall be selected by the Board, as 
^CKaminers with the Directors at the public examinations. 

Vnr. Duty OF Parbitts and Guardians. 

■ 

--**1« Parents and guardians are expected to send their children and 
wards tarly to school, so that the business of the whole may not be* 
ioterrupterl and their own time wasted by irregularity. 

8* They will consult the good of their children and >vards by 
compelling their attendance every day, for when cljildrcn art 
taught in classes, the loss even of one day cannot be sub.iequently 
retrieved. 

8- When they are compelled by unavoidable circumslances to 
detain ihrir children or wards from school, tliey will iuniish them 
at their next attencance with a written excuse for such absence, 
without -vvhi^h, it will be the Teachers duty to punish the pi^piis iks 
if they had been absent without leave, 

4. They will send their children or wards -to school with clean 
faces and hands, hair combed, and as decently apparalled as circum- 
atance» will permit. 

• 5. They will not send their children or wards to school white 
laboring under any infectious or contagious disease ; if they do it 
Will bo the Teacher's duty to exclude them till a cure be effeciod. 

6. They will not be permitted at any time to interfere wiih \h% 
government or discipline of the sch9ol, but if they have any fault 
to find they shall make it known to the Ck)mmittee or ncaresi Di* 
rector. 

8* Complaints against a teacher are to be made to the proper 
•committee of the school, if there be one, who shall examine iiuo the 
(acts and report them to the next meeting of the Board P)r tluir de- 
'cision, or to the nearest director of theie be no commiiteo, \vl)(. shall 
report to the Board. But no complaint from a pupil, except i!?:\)Ugh 
h'/8 or her parent or guardian shall be regarded. 

8, Parents and guardians will be held accountable to the Board 
for any wilful injury done to the school house, the schotjj rooi i fur- 
niture, or books and apparatus belonging to it, by their childien or 
wards. 

IX. Admission, Registry and Expulsion of Pupils. 

l^New scholars shall only be adtnvued otv \\\e ^u^v >Nv tvX-jv^* c^V 
mkAoHHith. But parents will promote \V\e vxseWXvxe^ oS. N\\fe "5sOsn52»0« 
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PART SECXJND, 



Internal BegulatioM of the Sehooli. 



I. DiBciFLinB, Pdnisbkbkts akd Rkpostb. 

I. Ii shall be the duty of the Teacher to bestow equal and impar- 
tial attention on all children placed under his or her care. 

%• The Teacher shall be undeviating in adherence to a firm, unn 
form and moderate system of discipline. 

8, The Teacher shall pay most especial regard to the morals, 
habita and general behavior, as well as to the mental instruction of 
Ilia pupils. 

4. The punishments to be inflicted by the Teacher, shall be, 1st 
Reading aloud the rule violated. 2d. Insertion of the offender's 
name under the head of **bad conduct,'^ in the Monitor's book. 3d. 
Private and public admonition. 4th. Detention a(\er school hours* 
6th. Special reports or complaints to parents or guardians. 6tb. 
Ihe rod. 

6. The rod shall be applied whenever, in the Teacher's judgment, 
it shall be necessary ; when used it shall bo inflicted with ii^rtainty 
and effect; but passion or cruelty in itK application shall be avoided. 

6« The Teacher shall report to the Board, not hastily nor on slight 
grounds, but as a last resort, the names and offences ol all refractory 
and unmanageable pupils, that they may be admonished, suspended or 
axpelled. 

7. In case of any sudden difficulty in the school beyond the Tea- 
cher's power of arrangement, he shall call in the Committee, or 
nearest Uiiector, whose decision shall be binding till the next meet- 
ing of the Board, to which the matter shall be reported for final de- 
cision. 

8. Each Teacher shall report in writing, and in tabular form to the 
Board, through one of its members, on the last Satuiday of each 
nonth, the number of pupils at the commencement of the month; 
the number of new admissions, with their names and ages; the 
whole number of days attendance by each ; the whole number at 
the end of the month; the number studying; each branch ; the conduct 
and progress of each pupil, and the general condition of the school. 

II. Rules dubing School Houbs. 

I. Each pupil must arrive at the school precvsel^ ^V \Vv^ >L\\xNRi v^ 
pointed lot commencing the exercises, or be ip\xTi\Vi\v^^ ^tv^ x^^^oxns.^ 
IQ the Awn/. 
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16. Ennh pupil convicted of ralsehood or dishrmesiy shall cut 
wood, or bring in Ihe coal, make the fires and carry the waiei 
one week. 

17. P'tt'iing fmanf ■ball lie mast •evtrcly mirtitihed, the t 
being guilty ot Jcceplion, idieneti and fewtftRf'tine con<bined; 
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truaDt shall, in addition to other punishments, sweep the school room 
tiuring the noon reces:', every day for one week. 

'III. Houas OF Instruction — Rolls — Intermissions and Vaca- 
tions. 

1. The hours ofinstructioa shall be from 8 till 12 in the forenoon, 
and from 2 till 5 in the afternoon, from the first of April till the 1st 
'6f October, and from 9 till VZ in the forenoon, and 1 till 4 in the af- 
ternoon, during the rest of the year. 

2. The roil shall be called by the Teacher precisely at the min- 
ute of opening school in the fore and afiernoon, and all late atten- 
dances shall l)e noted by the Monitor. The absences shall also bo 
ooted before dismission at noon and in the evening. 

3. No pupil shall be permitted to go out of the school room du- 
ring the hours of study, without the Teachcr's.permission ^ nor shall 
two pupils l)e out at the same time. 

4. N Pupils who do not go home for dinner, shall continue during 
'intermii^sion n^arthe school house, and every act of ill conduct com- 
mitted during intermission, sha'.l be punished as if it had been com- 
mitted during school hours. 

5. Tiie school shall be closed on the afternoon of- every Satur- 
day. 

6. The vacations shall be two weeks from the Monday next before 
Chri.^rmaa, and four weeks from the first Monday in August. There 
•hall bo no school on the fourth of July ; but no other holy day or 
vacation shall be granted without express vote of the Directors. 

IV. Classes. 

l* ^ As soon as practicable the Teacher shall classify all the pupils. 
There shall not be mure than twelve in one class of any particular 
branch of study. 

2. Pupils only whose advance in any particular study is nearly 
similar, shall be embraced in the same class. 

3. The classes in each branch <hall be designated nemericaUy, 
'4lio lowest in attainment being called the Jirst^ as the Jirst class in 

retidiDgf Xha second class in reading, the third class in reading, <S2;c., 
the^Sr^^ dass in grammar, d^c. 

4. Bromotions from lower classes to higher shall take place on 
Mondays,' and =ihall be made by the Teacher; they shall be publicly 
announced to the school on the preceding Saturday as a reward of 
merit and a mark of the Teacher's approbation. 

6. Each pupil, who, in the regular order of ihe class, answers a 
question missed by the pupil or pupils above him or her, shall take 
4he place of the pupil who first failed to answer. 

6. The members of the same class shall not be required to sit to« 
:geiher in school. 

7. Pupils absent from one or nK)re rec'UaUoi^d, ^\\>aX\\ciC>^<2i ^^ssivt. 
placet iatbe class aad goto the fooU 
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The half hour next before iDtermission at noon to be devoted to 
Penmanship. 

l7i THE AfTEHNOON 

The Alphabet classes in their order. 
The Spelling claises in 'heir order. 
The Koading classes in their order. 
The History classes in their oider. 

The hour next before dismission for the day, to be devoted to Aritb* 
metic and Book-kepeing. 

2. Each member of the Alphabet and of the Spelling and Reading 
classes, who does not belong tq any other class, is to receive at least 
/our lesson in the day, viz : Two in the forenoon and two in the 

aHernoon. "The second lesson in the forenonn may be given while 
the larger pupils are engaged in writing, and in the afternoon while 
ihey arp studying Arithmetic : or if the Teacher's time will not ad- 
mit of thi:) arrrangement, one of the larger pupils may be designated 
to give two of their lessons, but the other two must be received from 
the Teacher personally. 

3. If the timo of the Teacher will not admit of a daily Itsson to all 
the pupils in Geography and History, they may bo dispc'nsed with, 
except on Tvesdays and 1 hursdays, on which days the lessons in 
Grammar may be omitted. 

4. Saturdays shall be devoted to reviews or repetitions ot all the 
lessons committed to memory during the week ; no new lessons of 
that kind, nor W riling and Arithmetical exercises shall be required 
00 that day. But Alphabet, Siieliing and reading pupils shall be 
attended to in the same manner as during the forenoon of any other 
day. 

VII. Seats. 

1. Each pupil shall have a seat assigned him or her by the Teacher 
adapted to his or hrr size and age. 

2. The boys and girls arc to be separated from each other. 

3. No exchange of seats is to take place between scholars withe 
the Teacher's permission. 

. 4. Absence from school without leave, or without writteo i 
cuse from parent or guardian, will forfeit a seat, which may 
such case, be assigned by the Tcncher, to some other pupil "'" 
think proper ; and the pupil thus forfeiting his or her seat shfi 
compelled to sit on the lowest.sesit, or to stnnd, if there be o 
accommodalo him or her, till the next entry day, or till one be 
▼acant. 

Vllf. Sweeping Scuool«uoom, MAKI^'G fires, d^c. 

1. Each of the female pupils of nil the highest clashes, shall f 
day, io turn and in Alphabetical order, svvee\^ \he ?ic\\oo\ tv^^A\^ ^ 
the desks, and arrange the seats, dur\n<» i\oot\ *\u\.eiu\\a^\^Ti, t. 
when performed, as a punishment, by a liuauX. 
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